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THE ACCORDION IN BULGARIAN TRADITION

The accordion entered the Bulgarian musical stage in the Begin-
ning of the 20-th century is stated in some articles from that period.
In the beginning the accordion has been used mainly as accompany-
ing instrument for singers and in groups playing traditional Bulgari-
an music and Popular music or Gradski pesni (City Songs - which
were inspired by the modern waves from the Western European
countries music). The first recording of an accordion playing with a
group is made in 1929. By the time the accordion players have
played both Bayan accordion and Piano accordion.

The first well know accordion player in Bulgaria who was known
as well for his work with groups for traditional Bulgarian music as
well for his solo playing is — Boris Karlov (11.07.1924 - 16.12.1946).
He is the first accordion player to make recordings in the Bulgarian
national radio of his own compositions. He plays Piano accordion. He
is also well known from the Television and his concerts with groups
and singers and solo all around the country and former Yugoslavia,
Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia. That way he makes also the piano
accordion more popular for player to use.

The «Father» of the Bulgarian accordion education - Hristo Ra-
doev. He is a piano player, but who's is interests broth him to the op-
portunities that the accordion gives to a player. He makes one of the
first books for Beginners educations of accordion, books with technic
exercises, books with Pieces written originally for accordion as well as
transcriptions of pieces from classical composets.

The first well known accordion teachers in Bulgaria are Geotrgi
Galabov who was teacher in the National Music Academy «Pancho
Vladigerov» — Sofia, Bulgaria and Asen Vakarelov — Teacher at «Do-
brin Petkov» National School of Music and dance art. They mainly
introduced the accordion as a classical instrument. They where the
people teaching the generation witch works with the accordion stu-
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dents now. Petar Marinov who was teacher at the Music academy
«Prof. Asen Diamandiev» - Plovdiv, Bulgaria is the person who in-
troduced the free bass system in Bulgaria.

In the 60,70 and 80 years of the 20-th century the accordion was
mainly used as an folk instrument, playing with groups Traditional
Bulgarian music at weddings, parties, holiday celebrations and is
higly recodnized as an folk instrument. The most well known player
of this genre is Petar Ralchev, who is still playing. He has went also
throw the classical music, but the style of playing Traditional Bulgar-
ian music he created made him most popular.

In the past few years the younger generation is introduce to the
classical music repertoire for accordion, students started learning
classical accordion also abroud mainly in Germany. But we also have
a new generation of accordion teacher who teach also Clasical and
Variety music. We have concerts with Symphony orchestras, String
orchestras and solo accordion, projects with the music of Astor Piaz-
zola, Accordion players with jazz repertoire, Folk-[azz music (mix-
ture between Traditional Bulgarian music, Balkan music and Jazz
music). We also have master clases with renown teachers and musi-
cians such as - Vladimir Zubitsky, Martinas Levickas, Mie Miki,
Miljan Bjeletic. Instruments such as Armando Bugari, Pigini, Scan-
daly are introduced to the Bulgarian market from our reprecenta-
tives there and the new generations plays such instruments.
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TAPMOHIKA (CHPHAN) ¥ TBOPYOCTI KA3BAXCbKHX
HAPOJHUX TPOGECIMHUX MY3HUKAHTIB

F'apMoHika Ta 11 pi3HOBUAU - BasiH Ta aKOPAEOH OTpUMANH Be-
JIUKY NONyASpHICTL ¥y 6araTbox KpalHax CBiTy. Tak, akopfeoH mo-
WwHpeHHUit B KpaiHax CkaHAMHaBgi), 3axignol Esponu, MpuUdanTHUKH,
Ykpainy, Kuprusii, HiMeuunnu (wrtadpum-rapmonika), AHCHii
(koHUepTiHa), /TaTHHCBKOT AMepUKH (BaHAOHEOH), TO TapMOHiKa i
fagH WHPOKO yBiHIAN B My3UYHHMN nofyT 6araTboX HapoJiB KO-
JIMIIHbOTO coto3y [1, 6].
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