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MIDDLE ENGLISH NAMES OF SEWERS AND TAILORS:
FUNCTIONAL AND ETYMOLOGICAL ASPECTS

The role of Middle English occupational terms as proper names is in the focus of
article. Distribution of the occupational terms as to the kinds of nominative function they
perform within either the group of terms with both kinds of nominative function (common
nouns and proper names), or the group with the only function of identification (proper
names), or the group of terms with the only function of classification (common nouns), as
well as assortment of the occupational terms as to their origin, are particular tasks set
forth in the investigation.

We have come to the following conclusions: English native vocabulary coincided with
borrowed vocabulary in ratio 1:1; the origin of word-stems of the loan-blends is Romance
(Central French or Norman); lexical borrowings are exclusively of Romance origin (Cen-
tral French or Norman); the predominance of the words with the function of identification
over those with the only function of classification is in ratio 93:7(%), which obviously
proves the fact of extreme popularity of the names of sewers and tailors as the means of
individualization and official identification in the Middle English period.

As a result of our calculations, it was found out that etymological distribution of
Middle English names of sewers and tailors is as follows:

1) 31 words (51%) are of native origin;

2) 23 words (38%) are loan-blends;

3) 7 words (11%) are lexical borrowings.

Functional differentiation of 61 Middle English names of sewers and tailors is the
following:

1)21 words (34%) fulfil two kinds of nominative function (classification and
identification) as common nouns and proper names;

2) 36 words (59%) fulfil the only function of identification as proper names;

3) 4 words (7%) fulfil only the function of classification as common nouns.

General conclusions can be drawn from these calculations:

1) semantic subgroup of the names of sewers and tailors is rather numerous in the
Middle English period — 61 words, constituting 2.5% of the total number of Middle English
occupational and 6% of Middle English names of craftsmen;

2) English native vocabulary coincided with borrowed vocabulary (i.e. loan-blends and
lexical borrowings taken together) in ratio 1:1;

3) the origin of word-stems of the loan-blends is Romance (Central French or
Norman);

4) lexical borrowings are exclusively of Romance origin (Central French or Norman);

5) the predominance of the words with the function of identification over those with
the only function of classification is in ratio 93%:7%, which obviously proves the fact of
extreme popularity of the names of sewers and tailors as the means of individualization
and official identification in the Middle English period.
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Prospective studies of the evolution of Middle English semantic system, in particular
multi-aspect analyses of structural and functional properties of lexical units in different
periods of their development, can be based on the results of our investigation as a part of
integrative description of the impact of extraneous factors upon the functioning of the
vocabulary viewed in the diachronic aspect.
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KONCEPT PAMIECI: ZNAKI CZASU PRZEZ PRYZMAT WSPOLCZESNEJ RECEPCJI

Wydanie ksigzki dr. Ryszarda Stefaniaka pt. «Cmentarz Obroncéw Lwowa.
Powstanie — Zniszczenie — Odbudowa» (Czestochowa, 2023) [2] jest zasadne przede
wszystkim ze wzgledu na aktualizacje i utrwalenie kulturowej pamigci oraz zachowanie e
migdzynarodowego znaczenia w kontekscie ukrainsko-polskiej pogranicza. Pod tym
wzgledem godna uwagi jest takze jego inna praca, wydana w jezyku ukrainskim i polskim,
bezposrednio zwigzana z Ukraing: «Wybitni Ukraincy» (Czestochowa, 2023) [3].

W dziele «Pamie¢ i tozsamos$é» Jan Pawet Il zawart stowa, wskazujace, iz «ludzko$¢
jest powotana do wychodzenia poza granice $mierci i poza granice przemijajacych
wiekdw». Stowa te ucza, ze «calym sobg ptaci sie za wolno$é» i zaswiadczaja, ze
«wolnos¢ jest drozsza niz zyciel».

Prawda ta zdaje sie wpisywaé w niepodlegtosciowe dazenia Rzeczypospolitej i
wybrzmiewa¢ jak narodowy testament dla wszystkich pokolen, odwiecznie brzmiacy: «Z
nadziejg czy przeciw nadziei, ale z prawdg i z Bogiem! W tym nasza moc ... !» (Eliza
Orzeszkowa). Jest w formie «Cmentarza Obroncow Lwowa - Oftarza Ojczyzny» -
Swiadectwo dopetnionej przysiegi wojskowej, znak wiernosci Rzeczypospolitej, a
jednoczesnie symboliczna tozsamo$C z kazdg Zotierskg mogita i wojennymi
nekropoliami z tylu bitew w naszych tysigcletnich dziejach.

Wzniesiony dla apoteozy Ofiary i Bohaterstwa wyrasta z czynéw znanych lub
bezimiennych. Cmentarz Obroficow Lwowa to $wiadectwo moralnych praw narodu do
bycia wolnym, do zycia w panstwie suwerennym.

Publikacja autorstwa dra Ryszarda Stefaniaka, zatytutowana «Cmentarz Obroncow
Lwowa. Powstanie — Zniszczenie — Odbudowa» stanowi istotne wydarzenie historyczno-
naukowe.

Limitowana seria wydawnicza stuzy unie$miertelnieniu pamieci «niestrudzonych
bojownikéw polskiej sprawy, gorliwych w stuzbie Ojczyzny», «przedstawicieli generacji,
ktéra stata na strazy polskiej tozsamosci narodowej».

Dzieto uwydatnia wazny wymiar formacyjnego oddziatywania, umoZliwia odniesienie tak
do przestrzeni historycznej, jak i wspdtczesnej. Zarwno w dawnych, jak i odkrywanych na
nowo faktach, sylwetkach, naukowych refleksjach dostrzega sie wazny aspekt polskiej
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