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ТРАНСФОРМАЦІЯ ПРАВОСЛАВНОГО 

ТА РИМО-КАТОЛИЦЬКОГО ДУХОВЕНСТВА В УРСР: 

ІСТОРІОГРАФІЯ ПИТАННЯ (1920‒1930-ті рр.) 

 
Анотація. Метою статті є виявлення особливостей під-

ходу дослідників до студіювання історії православного та римо-
католицького духовенства в 1920–30-ті рр. на території Радян-
ської України. Православ՚я та католицизм у зазначений період  
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були найбільш численними християнськими течіями на території 
Радянської України. Методологічний інструментарій дослідже-
ння охоплює комплекс основних дослідницьких методів: історіо-
графічного аналізу, синтезу, типологізації наукових напрямів, 
порівняльного аналізу тощо. Новизною дослідження є те, що з 
нової точки зору висвітлено значення християнських конфесій в 
сучасному суспільно-політичному процесі, з՚ясовано суспільний 
статусу православного та римо-католицького духовенства в 
Україні в 1920–30-ті рр. – у період утвердження нової політич-
ної системи, трансформації традиційних духовних цінностей. 
Висновки. На підставі проведеного історіографічного аналізу 
наявної літератури з означеної проблеми можна констатувати, 
що це питання від 1920-х рр. і донині більшою чи меншою мірою 
аналізувалося вітчизняними істориками. Наявні певні здобутки 
у вивченні означеного питання. У сучасній вітчизняній історіо-
графії дослідження історії християнських конфесій виступає 
одним із пріоритетних наукових напрямів. Праці сучасних вітчиз-
няних учених беззаперечно заповнили значні прогалини у висвіт-
ленні історії християнських конфесій, акумулювали інформативний 
документальний матеріал, але чимало питань життя православ-
ного та римо-католицького духовенства в окреслених хроноло-
гічних межах недостатньо ґрунтовно досліджено. Багато ас-
пектів історії християнських конфесій в Україні в 1920–30-ті рр. 
залишилися поза увагою науковців, що спонукає до подальших 
наукових пошуків. Перспективою подальших розробок цієї сус-
пільно значимої теми може бути вивчення церковної бібліо-
графістика, етноконфесійного складу церков, міжконфесійних 
відносин, регіоналістики, документалістики. 

Ключові слова: духівництво; релігія; Україна; духовні цін-
ності; християнські конфесії.  
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TRANSFORMATION OF THE ORTHODOX  

AND ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY IN THE USSR:  

HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE QUESTION (1920s – 1930s) 

 
Summary. The purpose of this article is to identify the features of 

the researchers՚ approach to the study of the history of the Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic clergy in the 1920s and 1930s in Soviet Ukraine. Ortho-
doxy and Catholicism were the most numerous Christian movements in 
Soviet Ukraine during this period. Methodological tools of the research 
cover a set of basic research methods: historiographical analysis, syn-
thesis, typology of scientific areas, comparative analysis and more. The 
novelty of the study is that from a new point of view highlights the im-
portance of Christian denominations in the modern socio-political pro-
cess, clarifies the social status of Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy 
in Ukraine in 1920‒30՚s – during the establishment of a new political 
system, transformation traditional spiritual values. Conclusions. On the 
basis of the historiographical analysis of the available literature on this 
problem, it can be stated that this issue from the 1920s to the present day 
has been more or less analyzed by domestic historians. There are some 
achievements in the study of this issue. In modern domestic historio-
graphy, the study of the history of Christian denominations is one of the 
priority scientific areas. The works of modern Ukrainian scholars have 
undoubtedly filled significant gaps in the history of Christian denomina-
tions, accumulated informative documentary material, but many issues 
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of life of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy within the defined 
chronological boundaries are insufficiently studied. Many aspects of the 
history of Christian denominations in Ukraine in the 1920s and 1930s 
have gone unnoticed by scholars, prompting further research. The pros-
pect of further development of this socially significant topic may be the 
study of church bibliography, ethno-confessional composition of churches, 
inter-confessional relations, regional studies, documentaries. 

Key words: clergy; religion; Ukraine; spiritual values; Christian 
denominations. 
 

Problem statement. The importance of the religious factor in the 

modern life of Ukraine determines the increased interest of researchers 

in religious studies. The influence of the church and the clergy on society 

attracts the constant attention of historians. Domestic scholars are re-

thinking the role of Christian denominations in national history. 

The church history of the first post-revolutionary decades, which 

is similar to modern religious life in terms of richness and dynamism, 

attracts special attention. The importance of Christian denominations in 

the modern socio-political process reinforces the need to clarify the so-

cial status of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy in Ukraine in the 

1920‒1930s. That was the period of the establishment of a new political 

system and the transformation of traditional spiritual values. 

The study of the situation of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 

churches is socially important. The current religious situation in the 

country brings to the fore the problem of eliminating conflicts between 

adherents of different denominations. The nature of many contradictions 

should be sought in the actions of the Christian clergy in the 1920s ‒ 

1930s. 

Given these trends, the historiographical work of scholars who 

analyze various aspects of the situation of the Orthodox and Roman Ca-

tholic clergy in the 20՚s and 30՚s of the XX century becomes relevant on 

the territory of Soviet Ukraine. 

The purpose of this article is to identify the features of the app-

roach of researchers to the study of the history of the Orthodox and 

Roman Catholic clergy on the territory of Soviet Ukraine in the 1920s ‒ 

1930s. Orthodoxy and Catholicism were the most numerous Christian 

denominations in Soviet Ukraine during this period. 
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The analysis of sources and researches. Literature on this issue, 

in which to some extent the authors reveal the history of Orthodox deno-

minations and the Roman Catholic Church, can be divided according to 

the problem-chronological principle into two blocks: 

1) research of the Soviet period (1920s ‒ 1980s); 

2) post-Soviet historiography (1990s – the beginning of the XXI 

century). 

Soviet historiography can also be divided into periods. The first 

stage of Soviet historiography on the problem dates back to the 1920s ‒ 

1930s. The Soviet government viewed religion as a political rival in the 

struggle for influence on the human worldview, which logically deter-

mined the atheistic orientation of Soviet historiography. The authors of 

these works were party and state leaders – P. Krasikov (Krasikov, 1970), 

B. Kandidov (Kandidov, 1930) and others. At that time, some generali-

zing works appeared which became an effective means of the govern-

ment՚s struggle against religion. One of them is the work of E. Grekulov 

(Grekulov, 1930). 

Statement of the basic material. Authorities emphasized the 

exploitative role of the church. Therefore, the religious intelligence of 

that time was openly ideological, politicized, and its authors ignored the 

objective, scientific analysis of the factual material. The main task of 

these publications was to affirm the reactionary nature of the church and 

the clergy. 

Despite the rather biased approach to ecclesiastical issues of So-

viet intelligence, the research of individual historians of the Marxist 

school is important for the disclosure of the topic. The authors of some 

publications characterized important aspects of this problem – the orga-

nizational state of Christian denominations, the change of the line of party-

state power in relation to them. 

The leading topic of historiographical research in the 1920s ‒ 

1930s on the church was the struggle against the church counterrevo-

lution. Scholars, as true political agitators, analyzed the struggle of the 

workers, peasants, women, youth, and trade unions against the church՚s 

counterrevolutionary activities. 

One of the first attempts in Soviet historiography to shed light on 

the past of religious denominations from the standpoint of Marxism-

Leninism was the work of Professor M. Nikolsky "History of the Russian 

Church" (Nikolskiy, 1985, p. 123), first published in 1931 and republished 
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in 1985. According to the scientist, the state church is "organization of 

operation" (Nikolskiy, 1985, p. 123). Despite the negative assessment of 

the religious life of communities, this study is based on a sufficiently 

representative source base, which is an indisputable advantage of this 

work. 

Thus, the characteristic features of the research of this period – 

ideology and bias, which made it impossible to develop a problem in the 

general context of civilization. The accumulation of a rich factual base of 

the study was positive. 

The second stage of Soviet historiography conditionally falls on 

the 1950s ‒ 1880s. Religious intelligence of this period was still based 

on atheistic doctrine, based on the anti-church policy of the state. It was 

in the late 1950s that a new anti-religious campaign began, which resto-

red the attention of official historiography to the problems of church 

history. The main topics remained the state policy towards the church, the 

history of the mass atheist movement. The main topics remained the state 

policy towards the church, the history of the mass atheist movement. 

Most scholars have unilaterally covered events related to the so-

cial position of the clergy. In the works of D. Ostryanin (Ostrianyn, 

1965), V. Kolobkov (Kolobkov, 1962) the clergy was equated with class 

enemies, the activity of the clergy was regarded as a counter-revolutio-

nary subversive work against the socialist state. The authors focused on 

the joint anti-Soviet actions of the clergy and wealthy peasants. 

Scholars of this period considered the question of church history 

mostly in the plane of materialist philosophy. For example, the resear-

cher W. Tancher claimed that the leadership of the Orthodox Church and 

the vast majority of parish clergy actively supported the counter-revo-

lutionary forces (Tancher, 1979). 

At this time, the first special scientific studies on the history of the 

Roman Catholic Church appeared, among which a special place is occu-

pied by the works of M. Sheinman. M. Sheinman՚s work "The Vatican 

and Catholicism in the late XIX ‒ early XX centuries" attracts attention 

(Sheynman, 1958). Despite the political and ideological color, this work 

highlights the general picture of the formation of the Catholic faith, the 

history of the papacy and the Vatican, describes the organizational struc-

ture of the church.  

Some authors, considering other scientific problems, briefly tou-

ched on some aspects of church history in some regions of Ukraine. For 
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example, in the late 1950s, the Soviet researcher E. Druzhinina, studying 

the process of settlement of Southern Ukraine (Druzhinina, 1959), frag-

mentarily considered the participation of Catholics. This study is impor-

tant for reproducing the general historical background on which the deve-

lopment of the Roman Catholic Church in southern Ukraine took place. 

During the 1960s ‒ 1980s, criticism of religion gradually became 

more balanced: a wealth of factual material on the history of the Or-

thodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church was accumulated. The 

works of this period are characterized by a certain general orientation 

and similar stereotypes of assessments. The works of this group include 

the work of M. Mchedlov "Catholicism" (Mchedlov, 1970). 

Thus, despite the politicization of the works of Soviet authors of 

the second half of the 20 century, they thoroughly analyzed the deve-

lopment of Orthodoxy and Catholicism in the Russian Empire and the 

USSR, studied the relationship of these churches with the tsarist govern-

ment and later the Soviet government. These works require critical 

analysis. 

A significant contribution to the study of the history of the Roman 

Catholic Church was made by the Catholic priest, Bishop of the Diocese 

of Tiraspol J.A. Kessler (Kessler, 1930). In his History of the Diocese of 

Tiraspol, he examined in detail the position of the Roman Catholic Church 

in the Russian Empire and the USSR. J. Kessler was one of the first to 

refute the thesis of the purely Polish character of the RCC, paid much 

attention to the organizational structure and socio-political activities of 

the Tiraspol diocese, clarified the sources and causes of national contra-

dictions in the diocese and concluded the destructive influence of the 

Roman Catholic Church. However, despite the rich factual material, the 

work of J.A. Kessler requires a critical attitude. The author subjectively 

and emotionally characterizes the activities of the Roman Catholic 

Church, exaggerating its role in the religious life of the USSR. 

Of particular interest for elucidating the peculiarities of the deve-

lopment of religious life in Ukraine in the 1920՚s and 1930՚s will be the 

study of I. Vlasovsky, a prominent Ukrainian church and political figure 

who worked in exile, "An Essay on the History of the Ukrainian Ortho-

dox Church" (Vlasovskyi, 1998). It is important that the author highlights 

the features of the spiritual life in some regions of Ukraine in this period. 

Researching the history of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Volyn, the 

scientist draws parallels with Roman Catholicism, indicates statistics on 
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the number of religious communities, the number of clergy and believers 

of the Roman Catholic Church in the region, compares the situation of 

churches, analyzes their drivers. 

During the Soviet period, generalized works predominated, but 

periodicals on the history of individual Christian denominations were 

periodically published. For example, the work of K. Dmytruk, dedicated 

to the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (Dmytruk, 1977), 

O. Shishkin – to the renewal movement (Shishkin, 1970). K. Dmytruk in 

the spirit of militant atheism evaluated the activities of the autocephalous 

clergy. The author ignored the problem of large-scale repressions against 

the entire hierarchy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, 

and limited himself to reporting individual arrests of bishops and priests 

(Dmytruk, 1977). 

F. Turchenko՚s historical works are more informative and objective 

about the researched problem. For example, the article "Ukrainian Auto-

cephalous", co-authored with O. Ignatusha (Turchenko & Ihnatusha, 

1989). 

Thus, in the works of 1950‒1980, the question of the relationship 

between the clergy and the authorities dominated. The conceptual basis 

of all the works was the thesis of the joint counter-revolutionary work of 

priests and wealthy peasants. Prejudiced for ideological reasons, the in-

fluence of the clergy on public opinion was greatly diminished. 

The proclamation of Ukraine՚s independence and the democrati-

zation of public life intensified research into the history of the Orthodox 

and Roman Catholic Churches. The opening of the State political adminis-

tration (DPU) archives and the People՚s Commissariat of Internal Affairs 

(NKVD) funds provided an opportunity for scientists of the new period 

to correct the mistakes of Soviet historians, to try to comprehensively 

analyze the situation of the church in the 1920s ‒ 1930s. V. Pashchenko 

(Pashchenko, 1994), A. Zinchenko (Zinchenko, 1993, 1997), L. Pylya-

vets (Pyliavets, 1992), and O. Nestulya (Nestulia, 1995) were among the 

first of the new methodological positions to try to rethink the essence of 

church-state relations, the role of Christian denominations in society in 

the period under study. For example, researcher A. Zinchenko, covering 

the national movement in the church environment, identified the impor-

tant role of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in raising the 

national identity of believers. Considering the processes of development 

of the autocephalous movement, the researcher pointed to the Russifi-
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cation of the episcopate and the presence in the ranks of even the auto-

cephalous clergy of priests with a low level of national identity (Zin-

chenko, 1997). 

One of the key issues in church history was the problem of the 

government՚s organization of political terror against the clergy. S. Bilo-

kin described the mass arrests of the ROC clergy in 1923 in the Kyiv 

region. In the references to the article "Defeat of the Kyiv Diocesan Ad-

ministration in 1923" the author posted informative biographical data on 

prominent members of the clergy (Bilokin, 1999). 

The involvement of special services in the repressions against the 

Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy in the 1920s in Soviet Ukraine 

was substantiated by the scientist V. Chentsov (Chentsov, 2000). Re-

searcher L. Babenko continued to study the directions and methods of 

the secret services in relation to the clergy (Babenko, 2005). 

Valuable in the study of this problem is "Martyrology of the 

Orthodox clergy of the former USSR (1918‒1954)" (K. Bachynska & 

M. Bachynskyi, 2001). The content of this publication consists of infor-

mation about 351 persons murdered during the Soviet era by priests co-

llected by Lviv researchers K. Bachynska and M. Bachynsky on the basis 

of published materials and documents from the Sectoral State Archive of 

Security Service of Ukraine. This martyrology weakens the lack of in-

formation about the priest՚s affiliation to the denomination and infor-

mation about the place of residence. 

In the post-Soviet era, historians have paid considerable attention 

to regional aspects of the development of Christian denominations. 

Researcher A. Zinchenko. At the present stage he began to study the si-

tuation of the Orthodox Church in the 1920s ‒ 1930s in Podillya. The 

scientist showed the process of formation of the Ukrainian Autocepha-

lous Orthodox Church and its activities in the region during the 1920s in 

the conditions of pressure from the authorities and the negative attitude 

of the Russian Orthodox Church (Zinchenko, 1993). 

Scientist V. Pashchenko in the collection "State and Church in 

Poltava region during the Soviet era" explored various aspects of church 

life in the Poltava region in 1920s ‒ 1930s (Pashchenko, 2002). In parti-

cular, V. Pashchenko showed the implementation of a wide and syste-

matic terror against the clergy in the region, pointed out the far-fetched 

and baseless accusations of the clergy in counter-revolutionary activities. 
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The merit of the above-mentioned scientist A. Zinchenko is a su-

ccessful attempt to comprehend the role of the individual in the context 

of national-church movements. The author devoted the monograph 

"Hierarchs of the Ukrainian Church: Metropolitan Mykola Boretsky, 

Archbishop Konstantin Krotevych, Metropolitan Ivan Pavlovsky" to this 

problem (Zinchenko, 2003). The author focuses on the life of the public 

figure, spiritual preacher of the  Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 

Church – Mykola Boretsky (Zinchenko, 2003). A separate section of 

A. Zinchenko՚s monograph was devoted to another rather controversial 

figure of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, Archbishop 

Konstantin Krotevych. The scientist studied the life of Ivan Pavlovsky – 

Metropolitan of Kharkiv and All Ukraine. The author identified his con-

tribution to the development of Ukrainization of parishes in Cherkasy, 

Chernihiv and Slobozhanshchyna during the 1920s (Zinchenko, 2003). 

The attention of scholars was drawn to the life and work of hie-

rarchs and other Orthodox churches. For example, the Nikolaev resear-

cher O. Trygub drew attention to the life of the Kherson bishop of the 

Russian Orthodox Church Prokopiy Titov (Trigub, 2004). 

It should be noted that scholars were interested in the life of some 

senior church hierarchs. There are no biographies of typical representa-

tives of the parish clergy. 

Some scholars have tried to objectively investigate the situation of 

the black clergy. For example, V. Pashchenko (Pashchenko, 2002) and 

O. Nestulya (Nestulia, 1995), studying church-state relations in the con-

text of the analysis of the system of protection of religious monuments, 

paid attention to the policy of closing monasteries. 

Most scholars were primarily interested in the problem of liquida-

tion of monasteries. The question of the fate of monasticism after the 

closure of monasteries, the place of the black clergy in the hierarchy of 

Ukrainian churches and in society was not clarified. 

Scholars O. Ignatushа (Ihnatusha, 2001), O. Trygub (Trigub, 2004) 

focused on the study of certain currents of Orthodoxy in southern Ukrai-

ne in the 1920s and 1930s. 

New approaches have emerged in the latest domestic historiogra-

phy and in the coverage of the history of Roman Catholicism in the Ukrai-

nian lands. We note, first of all, the works of L. Gentosh (Hentosh, 1994) 

and others, in which the main attention is paid to state-church relations. 
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Interest in the problem contributed to the formation of a circle of scien-

tists specializing in the issue. 

A significant contribution to the study of the history of Roman 

Catholics in the USSR was made by the domestic researcher of Polish 

origin G. Stronsky (Stronskyi, 1994). It highlights the role and place of 

the Roman Catholic Church in the life of Poles in Soviet Ukraine. Thus, 

in the publication "The Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine in the 1920s ‒ 

1930s." The author examines the tragic fate of the clergy and flock of the 

Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine during the Soviet totalitarianism of 

the 1920s ‒ 1930s, analyzes the stages of the state religious policy to-

wards the Roman Catholic Church of this period, and investigates the 

methods of Soviet power struggle against the church. 

Studies of the history of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine at 

the present stage reach a qualitatively new level – in research institutions 

there are special units. Thus, the study of the history of Roman Catholi-

cism in Ukraine is one of the areas of research work of the Center for 

Church Problems and Ethno-Confessional Studies at Kuras Institute of 

Political and Ethnic Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine. 

One of the important areas of research work of the Department of 

Religious Studies of the Institute of Philosophy. G.S. Frying pans of the 

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine is the history of the Roman 

Catholic Church in Ukraine, the problem of ethno- and state-confessional 

relations. At the initiative of the Institute՚s staff in Ukraine, an inter-

national scientific-practical conference "Ukraine and the Vatican" is held 

periodically. 

Diligent work on the history of ethnic Germans in southern Ukraine 

(many of whom are Roman Catholics) is carried out by researchers at 

the Institute of Ukrainian-German Studies at Dnipropetrovsk National 

University. O. Gonchar. Scientists of the institute, in particular O. Bez-

nosov, L. Bobylova, carried out a number of studies, which covered 

issues related to the history of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine 

(Beznosov, 2011; Beznosov, 2012; Bobyleva, 1999). 

The collective works of domestic scholars, in particular the ten-

volume encyclopedic study "History of Religions in Ukraine", became 

an important achievement of Ukrainian historiography in studying the 

historical progress of various religious denominations that functioned in 
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our country. The team of authors traces the historical path of Orthodoxy 

and the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine (Kolodnyi & Yarotskyi, 2001). 

A certain contribution to understanding the problem of the rela-

tionship between the Roman Catholic Church and government agencies 

is the work of domestic researcher E. Bystrytskaya. In the monograph 

"Eastern policy of the Vatican in the context of the Holy See՚s relations 

with Russia and the USSR (1878‒1964)" she conducts a detailed analy-

sis of the system of Soviet-Vatican relations the 1920s ‒ 1930s (Bys-

trytska, 2009). E. Bystrytskay՚s monograph covers not only the legal 

position of the Roman Catholic Church in this period, but also traces the 

dependence of the church on changes in the vectors of domestic and 

foreign policy of the Soviet government. During the 1920s ‒ 1930s, the 

researcher singled out two stages of Soviet-Vatican relations with their 

inherent characteristic differences, namely: 1921‒1929 – a period aimed 

at the de jure recognition of the USSR as the Apostolic See; 1929‒1939 – 

a period of ideological confrontation, as a result of which the Roman 

Catholic Church virtually ceased its activities in the USSR. According to 

the author, Catholicism in general was perceived by the Soviet authori-

ties not only as a bearer of a religious idea, but also as a representative of 

the Western system of values, which logically affected its fate in the 

USSR. 

N. Rubleva has made a significant contribution to the study of the 

history of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine. Of interest is her 

work "Soviet Government՚s Policy on the Roman Catholic Church in 

Ukraine" (Rubleva, 1999). The researcher formulates a set of important 

conclusions – it was with the establishment of the communist regime in 

Ukraine that the position of the Roman Catholic Church underwent radi-

cal changes; the church desperately tried to adapt to qualitatively new 

adverse social circumstances; The Roman Catholic Church tried to restore 

its own structure and hierarchy in Ukraine in the form of apostolic admi-

nistrations, to create illegal seminaries. 

G. Nadtoka՚s scientific publications attract attention (Nadtoka, 

1998). In them, the author describes the measures of the Russian auto-

cracy to curb the social and economic freedom of the Roman Catholic 

Church; submits separate statistical data on the number of religious buil-

dings of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine, their quantitative chan-

ges; analyzes the organizational state of the Roman Catholic Church in 

Ukraine. 
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Domestic researchers are interested in the formation of ethno-

confessional diasporas (German, Polish, Czech, Armenian and others) 

and ethno-confessional relations in the history of the Roman Catholic 

Church. This group of researchers includes I. Baluba (Baluba, 1996), 

J. Boyko (Boyko, 2007), O. Kalakura (Kalakura, 1997, 2007), I. Lise-

vych (Lisevych, 1997), O. Rublev (Rublov & Repryntsev, 1995) and 

others. In particular, I. Lisevych covers in detail and analyzes the official 

cultural and educational policy of the government towards the Polish 

community, considers the activities of the Roman Catholic Church in the 

field of creating Polish schools, cultural centers of Ukraine (Lisevych, 

1997). 

O. Kalakura in his monograph "Poles in ethnopolitical processes 

in the lands of Ukraine in the XX century" considers the role of the Ro-

man Catholic Church in the history of the Polish community and the de-

pendence of religious life of Poles on public policy. The author empha-

sizes that the Roman Catholic Church played not only a spiritual but also 

a political role in the life of the Polish minority, acted as a center for pre-

serving the national identity of Poles, their consolidation (Kalakura, 2007). 

A notable phenomenon in the historiography of the problem was 

the work of V. Yevtukh and B. Chirko "Germans in Ukraine 1920‒1990", 

which for the first time gave a comprehensive coverage of the history of 

the Germans in the Soviet era (Yevtukh & Chyrko, 1994)”. Among do-

mestic researchers, they have the upper hand in processing an array of 

documentary materials contained in the funds of the central archives of 

Ukraine, and on their basis – such a component of German history as the 

place of ethnicity in the plans of the political regime of Bolshevism.  

The history of the Czech Roman Catholic community is partially 

covered in the studies of V. Naulko (Naulko, 1996), Y. Lutsky (Lutskyi, 

1999), G. Rudnytsky (Rudnytskyi, 1993), P. Markushevsky (Marku-

shevskyi, 1993) and others. 

One of the relatively new and promising areas of research on this 

issue is the issue of interfaith relations in Ukraine. Thus, one of the first 

studies of relations between different denominations in Ukraine was 

N. Bulanova՚s monograph "History of Christian denominations in the 

Ekaterinoslav region of the last quarter of the XVIII ‒ early XX centu-

ries" (Bulanova, 2007). The researcher notes that the peculiarity of the 

church-religious life of the Roman Catholic community was its reliance 

on national soil. Each community was a self-sufficient world, where the 
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native language, religion and culture were preserved as a sign of self-

identification. At the same time, N. Bulanova emphasizes that these fac-

tors did not cause obstacles in relations with representatives of other 

faiths, primarily due to economic and trade activities. 

The article by ethno-confessional researcher K. Lyakh "Ethno-

confessional composition of German colonists in the South of Ukraine" 

is valuable for clarifying the nature of the relationship between Catholics 

and believers of other Christian denominations. The researcher notes that 

factors of ethnic origin and religious affiliation were an important com-

ponent of religious life in southern Ukraine, but did not rule out the possi-

bility of open dialogue with representatives of other faiths (Liakh, 2003). 

There were a number of works on the history of individual dio-

ceses of the Roman Catholic Church, parishes, church system, features 

of religious life in different regions of Ukraine. Among them we can note 

the works of O. Pasechnyk (Pasechnik, 2009), N. Seiko (Seiko, 2005) 

and others. 

A significant contribution to the modern historiography of the 

problem was made by the Russian researcher O. Licenberger. Thus, in 

the monograph "The Roman Catholic Church in Russia: History and Le-

gal Status" the researcher conducted a detailed analysis of the historical 

and legal situation of the Roman Catholic Church in Russia in the 1920s ‒ 

1930s (Litsenberger, 2001). O. Litzenberger pays special attention to the 

influence of the Roman Catholic Church from the totalitarian communist 

regime; reveals the extent of persecution and repression against believers 

and clergy during the Soviet era. The researcher briefly raises issues re-

lated to the position of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine. 

Conclusions. Thus, on the basis of the historiographical analysis 

of the available literature on this problem, it can be stated that this issue 

has been analyzed by domestic historians to a greater or lesser extent 

since the 1920s and to this day. There are some achievements in the stu-

dy of this issue. In modern domestic historiography, the study of the his-

tory of Christian denominations is one of the priority scientific areas. 

The works of modern domestic scholars undoubtedly filled significant 

gaps in the coverage of the history of Christian denominations, accumu-

lated informative documentary material, but many issues of life of the 

Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy within the outlined chronological 

boundaries are insufficiently studied. Many aspects of the history of Chris-

tian denominations in Ukraine in the 1920s ‒ 1930s have gone unnoticed 
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by scholars, prompting further research. The prospect of further develop-

ment of this socially significant topic may be the study of church biblio-

graphy, ethno-confessional composition of churches, inter-confessional 

relations, regional studies, documentaries. 
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