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Foreword

The textbook is an attempt to present a condensed presentation of theoretical material and asignments of the discipline "Country Studies of Great Britain and Northern Ireland". The purpose of the textbook is to familiarize students with the stages of the country's historical development, the state system and current political situation in the country, social reality and educational, cultural life in the UK. 
The textbook is compiled in accordance with the requirements of the academic discipline syllabus "Country Studies of Great Britain and Northern Ireland" for the training of the Bachelor's degree specialists. The textbook consists of seminars plans with a list of recommended literature and assignments.
The manual provides three sample tests for self-testing of knowledge acquisition. The Appendices provide a chronological guide for a better orientation of students in the historical space of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The Glossary of terms is also included in the Appendices.
The methodology of presenting the material and the exercises meet the requirements of the foreign language learning program at the Intermediate and Upper-Intermediate levels.
The textbook is addressed to students of the following specialties: A4.021 The English Language and Foreign Literature, A4.021 The English Language and Foreign Literature, A4.022 The German Language and Foreign Literature; A4.028 The Polish Language and Foreign Literature.























Вступне слово

	Навчальний посібник є спробою конденсованого викладу теоретичного матеріалу і практичних завдань з курсу "Країнознавство Великої Британії та Північної Ірландії". Метою посібника є ознайомлення студентів з етапами історичного розвитку країни, з державним устрієм та сучасним політичним положенням країни, з соціальною дійсністю та освітнім, культурним життям у Великій Британії. 
	Навчальний посібник укладено відповідно до вимог програми навчальної дисципліни "Країнознавство Великої Британії та Північної Ірландії" для підготовки фахівців ОКР "Бакалавр". Посібник складається з курсу лекцій, до якого входять завдання усного та письмового контролю знань, та планів семінарських занять з переліком рекомендованої літератури. Виконання практичних завдань сприятиме засвоєнню теоретичного матеріалу, розвитку креативного потенціалу студентів.
	У посібнику подано, як взірець, три контрольні роботи для самостійної перевірки рівня засвоєння знань студентами. У Додатках подано хронологічний довідник для кращої орієнтації студентів у історичному просторі Об'єднаного Королівства Великої Британії та Північної Ірландії. Словник термінів також включено у Додатках.
	Методика викладу матеріалу, запропоновані вправи відповідають вимогам, які передбачені програмою вивчення іноземної мови на рівнях Intermediate та Upper-Intermediate. 
	Посібник адресований студентам спеціальностей: А4.021 Англійська мова та зарубіжна література, А4.021 Англійська мова та зарубіжна література, А4.022 Німецька мова та зарубіжна література; А4.028 Польська мова та зарубіжна літератур.
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Plan of Seminars

Seminar I. The Geographical Position and Natural Environment of the British Isles
1. Territory and structure of the British Isles. 
2. Surrounding seas and coastal characteristics.
3. Geological framework and surface relief
4. Inland Waters: Rivers and Lakes
5. Climate Patterns and Meteorological Characteristics
6. Biodiversity: Flora and Fauna
7. Natural and Mineral Resources

Literature Recommended:
1. Kate Fritter, “What Is the Physical Geography of the British Isles?” (2024). An educational overview covering landforms, topography, and map-reading in the British Isles. URL: https://lfatq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2024/07/Y7-U1-L04-Mastery.pdf
2. Open University, “Geological Processes in the British Isles.” (2025). A current course on the geological evolution, rock formations, and environmental history of the region. URL: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/geology/geological-processes-the-british-isles/content-section-1
3. IELTS Listening Lecture: “A Geography Lecture on the British Isles.” (2025) – Explains the distinctions between geographical and political terms, using the British Isles as an example. URL: https://ieltssongngu.com/ielts/ielts-reading/ielts-simulation-test-2025/ielts-listening-ielts-simulation-test-4-section-4-a-geography-lecture-on-the-british-isles/
4. Physical and Human Geography of the United Kingdom. (ELTE University digital resource, updated online) – Covers climate, terrain, resources, and national parks. URL: https://gepeskonyv.btk.elte.hu/adatok/Anglisztika/49Pint%E9r/LRSetup/UK/GEOGRAPHY/PHYSICAL%20AND%20HUMAN%20GEOGRAPHY.htm
5. British Geological Survey (BGS). Bedrock Geology Maps of the UK North and South, continuously updated digital data on geological and topographic structure.
1. Territory and Structure of the British Isles
Key concepts
· The British Isles – a geographical archipelago in the North Atlantic off the north-west coast of continental Europe.
· Major islands:
· Great Britain (the largest island)
· Ireland
· Main political entities:
· The United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland)
· Ireland (The Republic of Ireland)
· Additional island groups:
· the Hebrides
· the Orkney Islands
· the Shetland Islands
· the Isle of Man
· Strategic location between the North Atlantic Ocean and continental Europe.
· Archipelagic structure formed through tectonic activity, glaciation, and sea-level changes.
Seminar focus:
· Definition of the British Isles as a geographical, not strictly political, term.


2. Surrounding Seas and Coastal Characteristics
Key concepts
Surrounding water bodies:
· the Atlantic Ocean (west)
· the North Sea (east)
· the Irish Sea (between Great Britain and Ireland)
· the English Channel (south)
· the Celtic Sea (southwest)
Coastal features:
· Highly indented coastline
· Numerous estuaries, bays, and natural harbours
· Presence of cliffs and rocky coasts (western Scotland, Ireland)
· Rias and fjord-like sea lochs in Scotland
Processes shaping the coast:
· Marine erosion
· Glacial carving
· Sedimentation
· Tidal influence
Importance:
· Maritime trade and naval power
· Fishing and coastal ecosystems
· Ports and urban development.

3. Geological Framework and Surface Relief
Key concepts
The British Isles show contrasting geological regions.
Major geological zones
1. Ancient Highlands (north and west)
· the Scottish Highlands
· the Grampian Mountains
2. Central Lowlands
· Fertile valley between the Scottish Highlands and Southern Uplands.
3. Southern Uplands
· Hills and upland plateaus.
4. Lowland Britain
· Rolling plains in southern and eastern England.
Highest peak
· Ben Nevis (1,345 m)
Key geological processes
· Caledonian orogeny
· Variscan orogeny
· Pleistocene glaciation
Seminar focus: Relationship between geology, landforms, soil types, and settlement patterns.

4. Inland Waters: Rivers and Lakes
Key concepts
Major rivers
· River Thames
· River Severn (longest in Great Britain)
· River Trent
· River Shannon (longest in Ireland)
Lakes
· Loch Ness
· Loch Lomond
· Windermere
· Lough Neagh (the largest lake in the British Isles)
Hydrological characteristics
· Short rivers with steady flow
· Rain-fed systems
· Extensive wetlands and peat bogs
Importance:
· Transport
· Water supply
· Hydroelectric power
· Tourism and recreation.

5. Climate Patterns and Meteorological Characteristics
Key concepts
Climate type:
· Temperate maritime climate
Main influences:
· the Atlantic Ocean
· the Gulf Stream (North Atlantic Drift)
· Prevailing westerly winds
Characteristics:
· Mild winters
· Cool summers
· High humidity
· Frequent precipitation
· Rapid weather changes
Regional variation:
· Western regions: wetter and windier
· Eastern regions: drier and sunnier
Seminar focus: Impact of climate on agriculture, vegetation, and population distribution.

6. Biodiversity: Flora and Fauna
Key concepts
Vegetation zones:
· Temperate deciduous forests
· Heathlands and moorlands
· Grasslands and wetlands
Typical trees:
· Oak
· Beech
· Ash
· Birch
Fauna examples:
· Red Deer
· European Badger
· Red Fox
· Atlantic Puffin
Factors shaping biodiversity:
· Post-glacial recolonization
· Island isolation
· Human agricultural activity
Environmental concerns
· Habitat loss
· Climate change
· Species conservation.

7. Natural and Mineral Resources
Key concepts
Major resources:
Fossil fuels
· Coal (historically important)
· Oil and gas in the North Sea
Minerals
· Iron ore
· Tin
· Lead
· Limestone
Renewable resources
· Wind energy
· Hydropower
· Tidal energy
Economic importance:
· Industrial Revolution origins
· Modern energy sector
· Regional development.

Assignments
1. Explore the geographical definition of the British Isles as an archipelago, identifying its main islands – Great Britain and Ireland – and the numerous smaller islands. Discuss their political and geographical distinctions, emphasizing both natural and human boundaries.
2. Examine the seas and channels bordering the archipelago – the North Sea, the Irish Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, and the English Channel. 
3. Analyze the features of the coastline, including estuaries, bays, and cliffs, and their significance for navigation, trade, and settlement.
4. Investigate the geological foundations and topographical diversity of the British Isles, from the Scottish Highlands and the Pennines to the rolling lowlands of southern England and the plains of Ireland. Consider how geomorphological processes have shaped the islands over time.
5. Describe key river systems (the Thames, the Severn, the Shannon, etc.) and major lakes (Lough Neagh, Loch Ness, and others), highlighting their roles in ecology, economy, and regional culture.
6. Analyze the temperate maritime climate, prevailing wind systems, seasonal temperature variations, and the influence of the Gulf Stream on local weather conditions.
7. Survey the natural habitats and ecological regions of the British Isles, noting endemic species, conservation challenges, and changes due to human impact and climate change.
8. Identify key mineral and energy resources – such as coal, oil, natural gas, and aggregates – and discuss their geographical distribution, historical extraction, and environmental consequences.

Seminar II. Historical Outline of Great Britain. The Celts. The Roman Conquest of Britain.
1. The Earliest Men.
2. The Celts.
3. Celtic Mythology.
4. The Celtic language today.
5. The Roman Empire.
6. The Roman Conquest of Britain.

Literature Recommended:
1. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
2. Гапонів А. Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
3. Aldhouse-Green, M. (2015). Celtic myths. Thames & Hudson.
4. Aldhouse-Green, M. (2019). The Celtic world. Routledge.
5. Ball, M., & Müller, N. (2010). The Celtic languages (2nd ed.). Routledge.
6. Beard, M. (2015). SPQR: A history of ancient Rome. Liveright.
7. Cunliffe, B. (2018). The ancient Celts (2nd ed.). Oxford University Press.
8. Goldsworthy, A. (2016). The Roman Empire. Yale University Press.

1. The Earliest Men
Key concepts
· Earliest human presence in Great Britain dates back to the Palaeolithic Age (Old Stone Age).
· Early inhabitants were hunter-gatherers who migrated from continental Europe during periods of lower sea levels.
· Important prehistoric stages:
· Palaeolithic period – primitive tools, nomadic life.
· Mesolithic period – improved tools, adaptation to forests and coastal resources.
· Neolithic period – agriculture, domestication of animals, permanent settlements.
Archaeological evidence
· Stone tools and weapons
· Burial mounds
· Megalithic monuments such as Stonehenge
Seminar discussion
· Transition from nomadic lifestyle to agriculture
· Early social organization and religious practices.

2. The Celts
Key concepts
· The Celts were Indo-European tribes who migrated to the British Isles around 600–500 BCE.
· Originated from central Europe (Hallstatt and La Tène cultures).
Celtic tribes settled in:
· England
· Scotland
· Wales
· Ireland
Social structure
· Tribal society led by chieftains
· Important social groups:
· warriors
· farmers
· craftsmen
· druids (priests, scholars, judges)
Celtic culture
· Strong oral tradition
· Skilled metalworkers (bronze and iron)
· Hill forts and fortified settlements.
Seminar focus
· Influence of Celtic culture on early British identity
· Role of druids in religion and education.

3. Celtic Mythology
Key concepts
Celtic mythology formed a rich oral tradition involving:
· gods and goddesses
· heroic warriors
· magical creatures
· sacred nature
Common themes:
· connection with nature and seasons
· sacred animals and forests
· belief in otherworlds
Important mythological traditions:
· Irish mythological cycles
· Welsh legends such as those recorded in The Mabinogion
Important figures in Celtic myth:
· Cú Chulainn
· King Arthur (later medieval tradition influenced by Celtic legends)
Role of druids
· guardians of myths
· religious leaders
· transmitters of oral knowledge.

4. The Celtic Language Today
Key concepts
Celtic languages belong to the Indo-European language family.
Two main branches:
Goidelic (Gaelic)
· Irish
· Scottish Gaelic
· Manx
Brythonic
· Welsh
· Breton
· Cornish
Characteristics:
· rich system of consonant mutation
· strong oral literary traditions
· preservation in regional communities.
Modern revival movements aim to preserve and promote Celtic languages through education and media.

5. The Roman Empire
Key concepts
The Roman Empire was one of the most powerful civilizations of the ancient world.
Characteristics:
· centralized imperial authority
· advanced military organization
· extensive road networks
· urban planning and architecture
· development of Roman law and administration
Peak territorial expansion occurred under the emperor Trajan.
Roman civilization spread:
· Latin language
· Roman culture and law
· infrastructure and trade networks.
Seminar focus
· Roman methods of imperial expansion
· cultural influence of Roman rule.

6. The Roman Conquest of Britain
Key concepts
The Roman invasion of Britain began in 43 CE under the emperor Claudius.
Earlier attempt:
· Expeditions led by Julius Caesar in 55–54 BCE, but no permanent conquest.
Roman Britain included most of:
· England
· Wales
· parts of southern Scotland
Major developments
· Construction of roads and towns
· Establishment of Roman cities such as:
· Londinium
· Eboracum
· Spread of Roman culture, trade, and urban life.
Defensive structures
· Hadrian's Wall – built to defend the northern frontier.
Resistance
· Revolt led by Boudica, queen of the Iceni tribe (61 CE).
End of Roman rule
· Roman administration withdrew around 410 CE, marking the beginning of the post-Roman period.

Seminar III. Historical Outline of Great Britain. Britain in the Early Middle Ages.
1. The Anglo-Saxon conquest of Britain.
2. The Anglo-Saxons and how they lived.
3. The growth of the big landed estates and the introduction of serfdom.
4. Unification of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms.
5. Danish Raids on England.
6. Strengthening of the Kingdom in the reign of Alfred the Great (871-899).
7. The kingdom of England in the 10th-11th centuries.

Literature Recommended:
1. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
2. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
3. Marc Morris. (2021). The Anglo-Saxons: A History of the Beginnings of England, 400–1066. London: Hutchinson.
4. Max Adams. (2017). The Viking Wars: War and Peace in King Alfred’s Britain.
5. Rory Naismith. (2021). Early Medieval Britain, c. 500–1000.

1. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest of Britain
Key concepts
· After the withdrawal of Roman administration from Britain around 410 CE, the island became vulnerable to external invasions.
· Germanic tribes from northern Europe migrated to the island:
· Angles
· Saxons
· Jutes
· These migrations began around the mid-5th century.
Consequences
· Gradual displacement of the native Celtic population toward:
· Wales
· Scotland
· Cornwall
· Formation of small Anglo-Saxon kingdoms across southern and eastern Britain.
· Development of the Old English language.
Seminar focus
· Migration vs conquest debate
· Cultural transformation of post-Roman Britain.

2. The Anglo-Saxons and How They Lived
Key concepts
Anglo-Saxon society was mainly rural and agricultural.
Social structure
· King (a tribal leader)
· Nobles (ealdormen or thanes)
· Free peasants (ceorls)
· Slaves
Economic life
· Agriculture: wheat, barley, livestock
· Craft production: metalwork, textiles, pottery
· Trade with continental Europe
Settlements
· Small farming villages
· Timber houses with thatched roofs
· Community life centered around the hall of the local lord
Religion
· Initially pagan Germanic beliefs
· Conversion to Christianity began in 597 CE with the mission of Augustine of Canterbury sent by Pope Gregory I.

3. The Growth of Big Landed Estates and the Introduction of Serfdom
Key concepts
During the early medieval period, land ownership became the main source of wealth and power.
Development of estates
· Large estates controlled by kings, nobles, and the Church
· Local lords exercised authority over peasants.
Social transformation
· Gradual decline of independent peasants
· Growth of dependent agricultural labor.
Serfdom
· Peasants became serfs bound to the land
· Obligations included:
· labour services
· agricultural taxes
· rents in produce.
This system laid the foundation for medieval feudal society

4. Unification of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
Key concepts
Early England consisted of several kingdoms known as the Heptarchy:
· Northumbria
· Mercia
· East Anglia
· Essex
· Kent
· Sussex
· Wessex
These kingdoms frequently competed for power.
Important developments
· Gradual dominance of stronger kingdoms
· Increasing political centralization.
Eventually, Wessex became the leading kingdom, laying the groundwork for the future English state.

5. Danish Raids on England
Key concepts
From the late 8th century, Viking raids began along the coasts of England.
The attackers came mainly from:
· Denmark
· Norway
Important characteristics
· Initial raids targeted monasteries and coastal towns
· Later Viking armies established settlements in England.
Large parts of eastern and northern England came under Viking control known as the:
· Danelaw
Impact
· Political instability
· Cultural and linguistic influence
· Scandinavian place names across England.

6. Strengthening of the Kingdom in the Reign of Alfred the Great (871–899)
Key concepts
Alfred the Great, king of Wessex, played a crucial role in defending England from Viking invasions.
Major achievements
Military reforms:
· creation of a system of fortified towns (burhs)
· reorganization of the army
· construction of a defensive navy.
Political and cultural reforms:
· promotion of education and literacy
· translation of Latin texts into Old English
· strengthening royal administration and law.
Historical importance
Alfred is often regarded as one of the founders of the English nation.

7. The Kingdom of England in the 10th–11th Centuries
Key concepts
After Alfred’s reign, his successors continued the process of political unification.
Important rulers:
· Edward the Elder
· Athelstan
Achievements:
· Expansion of control over the Viking territories
· Establishment of a unified Kingdom of England in the 10th century.
Later developments:
· Renewed Danish influence under Canute the Great in the early 11th century.
· England became part of the North Sea Empire.
End of the Anglo-Saxon period
· The Anglo-Saxon era ended with the Norman Conquest in 1066, which dramatically changed English political and social structures.

Assignments
1. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest of Britain
1. Explain the historical background of the Anglo-Saxon migration to Britain after the collapse of Roman rule in the 5th century.
2. Identify the main Germanic tribes that settled in Britain (the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes).
3. Discuss modern historical interpretations:
· Was it a violent conquest?
· Or a gradual migration and cultural integration?
4. Using modern literature, analyze how archaeological evidence supports these interpretations.
Discussion Questions
· Why did Anglo-Saxon groups migrate to Britain?
· How did the migration change the political and cultural landscape of Britain?
2. The Anglo-Saxons and How They Lived
Assignments
1. Describe the social structure of Anglo-Saxon society.
2. Explain the daily life of peasants, warriors, and nobles.
3. Discuss the importance of agriculture and village communities.
4. Explain the role of Christianity and monasteries in Anglo-Saxon culture.

Discussion Questions
· What role did kinship and loyalty play in Anglo-Saxon society?
· How did Christianity influence education and culture?
3. The Growth of Big Landed Estates and the Introduction of Serfdom
Assignments
1. Explain how land ownership developed in Anglo-Saxon England.
2. Describe the role of kings, nobles, and the Church in controlling land.
3. Discuss the development of large estates and dependent peasantry.
4. Explain the concept of serfdom and how it affected rural society.
Discussion Questions
· Why did large landed estates become dominant?
· How did this system affect the lives of ordinary peasants?
4. Unification of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
Assignments
1. Identify the main Anglo-Saxon kingdoms (Heptarchy).
2. Explain the political rivalry between these kingdoms.
3. Analyze the role of Wessex in the unification of England.
4. Discuss why King Æthelstan is often considered the first king of England.

Discussion Questions
· What factors helped unify the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms?
· Why was Wessex able to dominate the other kingdoms?

5. Danish Raids on England
Assignments
1. Describe the beginning of Viking raids in 793.
2. Explain why monasteries were frequent targets.
3. Discuss the establishment of the Danelaw.
4. Analyze how Viking invasions changed Anglo-Saxon political structures.

Discussion Questions
· Why were the Vikings successful in their early attacks?
· How did Anglo-Saxon rulers respond to Viking expansion?
6. Strengthening of the Kingdom in the Reign of Alfred the Great (871–899)
Assignments
1. Describe the political situation in England when Alfred became king.
2. Explain Alfred’s military reforms, including the system of burhs (fortified towns).
3. Discuss Alfred’s administrative and cultural reforms.
4. Evaluate Alfred’s role in preserving Anglo-Saxon independence.

Discussion Questions
· Why is Alfred considered one of the most important rulers in English history?
· How did his reforms strengthen the kingdom?
7. The Kingdom of England in the 10th–11th Centuries
Assignments
1. Describe the development of the English monarchy in the 10th century.
2. Explain the administrative reforms introduced by later Anglo-Saxon kings.
3. Discuss the role of law codes, coinage, and royal government.
4. Analyze the political situation leading to the crisis of the early 11th century.

Discussion Questions
· Why was England one of the most centralized kingdoms in medieval Europe?
· What factors weakened the kingdom before the Norman Conquest?

Seminar IV. Historical Outline of Great Britain.
The Norman Conquest.
1. The Normans. The Norman Invasion.
2. The Battle of Hastings.
3. Subjugation of the country.
4. The strengthening of the royal power. The king's supporters.
5. The life of the Norman conquerors in England.
6. Effects of the Conquest on the language.

Literature Recommended:
1. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
2. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
3. George Garnett. (2020). The Norman Conquest: A Very Short Introduction. 
4. David Bates. (2016). William the Conqueror.

1. The Normans. The Norman Invasion
Key concepts
· The Normans were originally descendants of the Viking settlers who settled in northern France in the 10th century.
· Their territory became known as Normandy.
· Over time the Normans adopted:
· the French language
· Christian religion
· the feudal system
The leader of the Norman invasion was:
· William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy.
Causes of the invasion
After the death of the English king:
· Edward the Confessor (1066)
several claimants competed for the English throne. The most important were:
· Harold Godwinson (Anglo-Saxon noble)
· William the Conqueror
William claimed that Edward had promised him the English crown.
Seminar focus
· Political rivalry for the English throne
· Preparation and organization of the Norman invasion fleet.

2. The Battle of Hastings
Key concepts
The decisive battle occurred on:
· 14 October 1066
Location:
· Hastings in southern England.
Opposing forces:
· Norman army led by William the Conqueror
· Anglo-Saxon army led by Harold Godwinson
Outcome:
· Harold was killed during the battle.
· The Norman army achieved a decisive victory.
Historical significance:
· The battle marked the beginning of Norman control over England.
· It is famously depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry.
3. Subjugation of the Country
Key concepts
After the victory at Hastings, William faced resistance across England.
Steps taken to secure control:
· Military campaigns against rebellious regions
· Destruction of resisting areas
One of the harshest campaigns was:
· Harrying of the North (1069–1070)
Consequences:
· Devastation of northern England
· Establishment of Norman authority across the kingdom.
William was crowned king on:
· 25 December 1066 in Westminster Abbey.

4. The Strengthening of the Royal Power. The King's Supporters
Key concepts
The Norman Conquest transformed the political structure of England.
Main changes:
· Land confiscation from Anglo-Saxon nobles
· Redistribution of land to Norman supporters.
William established a strong feudal monarchy.
Important features:
· All land officially belonged to the king.
· Nobles held land in return for military service.
Key supporters:
· Norman knights and barons
· Church leaders loyal to the king.
Important administrative document:
· Domesday Book (1086)
Purpose:
· detailed survey of land ownership
· taxation and administration.

5. The Life of the Norman Conquerors in England
Key concepts
Norman rulers introduced continental feudal culture into England.
Lifestyle of Norman nobility:
· Construction of stone castles
· Development of feudal estates
· Court life influenced by French culture.
Important features:
· Castles such as Tower of London served as military and administrative centers.
· Norman nobles formed the new ruling elite.
Society became divided between:
· Norman ruling class
· Anglo-Saxon peasantry.
This created a social and cultural hierarchy.

6. Effects of the Conquest on the Language
Key concepts
The Norman Conquest had a profound impact on the development of the English language.
Three main languages were used in medieval England:
1. Latin
· language of the Church and scholarship
2. French (Norman French)
· language of the ruling class and government
3. Old English
· language of the common people.
Consequences:
· Thousands of French words entered English vocabulary.
Examples in areas such as:
· government
· law
· military
· aristocratic culture.
This linguistic blending gradually contributed to the development of:
· Middle English
which later evolved into Modern English.
Seminar conclusion
The Norman Conquest of 1066 was one of the most significant turning points in English history.
It resulted in:
· the replacement of the Anglo-Saxon elite
· the introduction of feudal political structures
· stronger royal authority
· major cultural and linguistic transformation.
These changes shaped the political system, social hierarchy, and language of England for centuries.

Assignments
1. Discussion Questions
What were the origins of the Normans and how did they become powerful in Europe?
Why was the Battle of Hastings a turning point in English history?
What methods did the Normans use to control England after 1066?
How did the Norman Conquest strengthen royal authority?
How did the Norman elite influence English culture and society?
In what ways did the Norman Conquest change the English language?
2. Prepare a 5–7 minute presentation on one topic:
· Norman castles in England
· feudal society after the conquest
· the Domesday Book
· the cultural impact of Norman rule
· Norman influence on the English language

Seminar V. England in the Middle Ages. England in the 19th-20th centuries
1. England in the 14th-16th  centuries.
2. England in the 17th-20th centuries.
3. World War I, World War II, a post war period.
4. Great Britain in the second part of the 20th century.

Literature Recommended:
1. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
2. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
3. Chris Given-Wilson. (2017). The English Nobility in the Late Middle Ages. 
4. www.themiddleages.net/
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle Ages

Assignments
1. Discussion Questions
1. How did the Black Death transform English society?
2. Why were the Tudor monarchs able to strengthen royal authority?
3. What were the main causes and consequences of the English Civil War?
4. How did the Industrial Revolution change British society and economy?
5. Why did Britain play such an important role in both World Wars?
6. What were the main political and economic changes in Britain after 1945?
2. Group Presentation
Students prepare a 10-minute presentation on one topic:
the Black Death and social change
the English Civil War
the Industrial Revolution in Britain
Britain during World War II
the welfare state after 1945
Thatcherism and economic reforms

Seminar VI. The State System of the United Kingdom.
1. Great Britain – a constitutional monarchy. The Constitution.
2. The sovereign. Functions of the sovereign.
3. The royal family.
4. Westminster – the seat of Parliament. Houses of Parliament.
5. Whitehall – the seat of Government Functions of the Prime Minister.
6. Legislative Proceedings.
7. The electoral system.

Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 2008 p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
4. Гапонів А. Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
5. Mark Elliott & Robert Thomas. (2020). Public Law (4th ed.).
6. Alison L. Young. (2021). Turbulent Times: The British Constitution and the Rule of Law. 
7. Robert Hazell & Bob Morris. (2020). The Role of Monarchy in Modern Democracy. 

Assignments
1. Great Britain – A Constitutional Monarchy. The Constitution
The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy in which the monarch is the head of state, while political power is exercised by elected institutions.
1. Explain why the United Kingdom does not have a single written constitution.
2. Identify the main sources of the British constitution:
· statutes (Acts of Parliament)
· judicial decisions
· constitutional conventions
· historical documents
3. Discuss the principle of parliamentary sovereignty.

Discussion Questions
· What advantages and disadvantages does an uncodified constitution have?
· How does the British constitution differ from those of other countries?
2. The Sovereign. Functions of the Sovereign
The monarch is the formal head of state. Today the sovereign performs mainly ceremonial duties within the constitutional system.

Assignment
1. Describe the constitutional position of the monarch.
2. Explain the meaning of royal prerogative powers.
3. Identify the main ceremonial and constitutional functions of the monarch.
Relevant figure:
· Charles III

Discussion Questions
· Does the monarch still have political influence in modern Britain?
· Why is the monarchy still important in British political culture?
3. The Royal Family
The royal family plays an important symbolic and social role in British public life.

Assignment
1. Identify the main members of the royal family and their public roles.
2. Explain the relationship between the royal family and British society.
3. Discuss the importance of royal ceremonies and public events.

Discussion Questions
· Why does the monarchy remain popular in the United Kingdom?
· What role does the royal family play in international diplomacy?
4. Westminster – the Seat of Parliament. Houses of Parliament
The British Parliament meets in the Palace of Westminster.
Parliament consists of two chambers:
· the House of Commons
· the House of Lords

Assignment
1. Describe the structure of the British Parliament.
2. Explain the functions of each chamber.
3. Compare the powers of the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

Discussion Questions
· Why is the House of Commons more powerful than the House of Lords?
· Should the House of Lords be reformed or abolished?
5. Whitehall – the Seat of Government. Functions of the Prime Minister
The central government administration is located in Whitehall.
The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is the head of the government and the most influential political leader.

Assignment
1. Describe the role of the Prime Minister in the political system.
2. Explain the relationship between the Prime Minister and the Cabinet.
3. Identify the main responsibilities of the government.

Discussion Questions
· Why is the Prime Minister considered the most powerful political figure in Britain?
· How does the Prime Minister influence national policy?
6. Legislative Proceedings
The law-making process in the British Parliament includes several stages.
Assignment
Explain the stages of the legislative process:
1. First Reading
2. Second Reading
3. Committee Stage
4. Report Stage
5. Third Reading
6. Royal Assent

Discussion Questions
· Why does Parliament examine legislation at several stages?
· How does the House of Lords influence the legislative process?
7. The Electoral System
Elections to the House of Commons use the First-Past-the-Post voting system.

Assignment
1. Explain how the First-Past-the-Post system works.
2. Discuss its advantages and disadvantages.
3. Compare it with proportional representation systems.

Discussion Questions
· Does the British electoral system ensure fair representation?
· Should the United Kingdom reform its electoral system?
Final Seminar Task
Group Presentation
Students prepare a 10-minute presentation on one topic:
the role of the monarch in modern Britain
the structure of Parliament
the legislative process
the power of the Prime Minister
Seminar VII. Politics.
1. The electoral system.
2. The political system.
3. The Conservative Party.
4. The Labour Party.

Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 208 p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
5. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
6. Norton, P. (2023). The UK Political System. Routledge.
7. McLean, I., & McMillan, A. (2024). State of the Union: The UK Electoral System. Oxford University Press.
8. Breckwoldt, J. et al. (2024). Party fragmentation and problems of accountability in the British general election of 2024.
9. Raducha, T. et al. (2023). Vulnerability of democratic electoral systems.
10. Benites, A., & Unsworth, C. (2025). Conservative defeat and fragmentation of British politics.
11. Bale, T. (2023). The Conservative Party after Brexit. Polity Press.
12. Gamble, A. (2024). The Conservatives in Crisis. Oxford University Press.
13. Diamond, P. (2024). Labour’s New Politics. Polity Press.

Key concepts: The electoral system.
· Electoral systems determine how votes are translated into seats in parliament.
· The UK mainly uses the “first-past-the-post” (FPTP) system for parliamentary elections.
· Under this system the candidate with the most votes in a constituency wins the seat.
The system can produce disproportionate results. For example, in the 2024 United Kingdom general election the Labour Party won 63% of seats with only 34% of the vote, showing the strong impact of FPTP on representation

Assignments
1. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the FPTP electoral system.
2. Compare FPTP and proportional representation (write 250–300 words).

2. The Political System
Key concepts:
The United Kingdom has a parliamentary constitutional monarchy consisting of: Parliament of the United Kingdom
King Charles III (Head of State)
House of Commons
House of Lords
Cabinet of the United Kingdom
The Prime Minister leads the government and is usually the leader of the party with the majority in the House of Commons.

Assignments
1. Describe the structure of the British political system.
2. Explain the difference between the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
3. Write a short essay (300 words): Why is the UK considered a parliamentary democracy?

3. The Conservative Party
Overview
The Conservative Party (UK) is a centre-right political party traditionally associated with:
· free markets
· national sovereignty
· conservative social values
The party governed the UK from 2010–2024 before losing power in the 2024 United Kingdom general election, suffering its worst defeat in modern history.

Assignments
1. Describe the ideology of the Conservative Party.
2. Explain the main reasons for its defeat in 2024.
3. Compare Conservative policies before and after Brexit.
4. The Labour Party
Overview
The Labour Party is a centre-left political party historically linked to:
trade unions
social democracy
welfare state policies
The party returned to power in 2024 under Keir Starmer, ending 14 years of Conservative government.

Assignments
1. Explain the historical origins of the Labour Party.
2. Compare Labour and Conservative ideologies.
3. Write a short presentation: “The political program of the Labour Party today.”
Seminar Discussion Questions
Is the British electoral system fair and democratic?
Why are Labour and the Conservatives traditionally dominant in UK politics?
Should the UK replace FPTP with proportional representation?

Seminar VIII. The Legal System in Great Britain.
1. Forces of law and order.
2. The police.
3. Crime and punishment. Types of punishment.
4. People in law cases.
Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 208p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
4. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
5. Slapper, G., & Kelly, D. (2023). The English Legal System. Routledge.
6. Davies, M., Croall, H., & Tyrer, J. (2022). Criminal Justice in England and Wales. Pearson.
7. Ormerod, D. & Perry, D. (2025). Blackstone’s Criminal Practice. Oxford University Press.
8. Reiner, R. (2023). The Politics of the Police. Oxford University Press.
9. Garland, D. (2022). Punishment and Modern Society. Oxford University Press.
10. Slapper, G., & Kelly, D. (2023). The English Legal System. Routledge.

1. Forces of Law and Order
Key Concepts
The forces of law and order in Great Britain include institutions responsible for maintaining public safety and enforcing the law:
· Police forces
· Courts (magistrates’ courts, Crown Courts, appellate courts)
· The Crown Prosecution Service
· Prison and probation services
These institutions operate within the criminal justice system, which aims to prevent crime, punish offenders, and protect society.
Modern criminal justice systems also increasingly use digital technologies and AI tools for investigation and policing, which raises legal and ethical questions about bias, privacy, and accountability. 

Assignments
1. Define the concept “forces of law and order.”
2. Identify the main institutions responsible for maintaining law and order in the UK.
3. Discuss the role of technology and digital tools in modern policing (200–250 words).
2. The Police
Key Concepts
The police are responsible for:
· preventing crime
· investigating crimes
· protecting citizens
· maintaining public order
Their powers and responsibilities are defined in legislation such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, which regulates police powers, evidence procedures, and the rights of detained individuals. 
Recent reforms such as the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 expanded police powers and changed sentencing rules for certain crimes.

Assignments
1. Describe the main functions of the police in Great Britain.
2. Explain how the Police and Criminal Evidence Act regulates police powers.
3. Prepare a short presentation: “Modern challenges facing British police.”

3. Crime and Punishment. Types of Punishment
Key Concepts
Crime is a violation of the law that is punishable by the state. Punishment aims to:
· deter crime
· rehabilitate offenders
· protect society
· deliver justice to victims
Types of punishment in the UK include:
· imprisonment
· fines
· community service
· probation
· suspended sentences
· life imprisonment
Recent legislation allows harsher sentences for serious crimes, including life imprisonment in cases such as child murder or fatal dangerous driving.

Assignments
1. Define the concept of crime in criminal law.
2. Describe the main types of punishment used in the UK.
3. Write a short essay (250–300 words):
“Is imprisonment the most effective punishment?”

4. People in Law Cases
Key Participants in Legal Proceedings
People involved in criminal cases include:
· Judge – controls the trial and decides the sentence
· Jury – decides whether the defendant is guilty
· Defendant – person accused of a crime
· Prosecutor – represents the state
· Defense lawyer (barrister or solicitor) – represents the accused
· Witnesses – give evidence in court
· Victims – people harmed by the crime
Books like The Secret Barrister describe how criminal cases move through the court system and highlight challenges within modern courts.

Assignments
1. Identify the main participants in a criminal trial.
2. Explain the difference between a barrister and a solicitor.
3. Create a diagram of a criminal court case showing all participants.

Seminar Discussion Questions
1. How effective is the British criminal justice system?
2. Should police powers be expanded to combat modern crime?
3. What is the most effective form of punishment: prison, fines, or rehabilitation programs?

Seminar IX. Population.
1. Ethnical formation of the population of Great Britain.
2. Ethnic minorities.
3. Main languages spoken in Great Britain.
4. Natural growth of the population. Density of the population.
5. Family life. Ways of life.
6. Young and elderly people.
7. Social structure of the British society. Employment.

Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 208 p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
4. Spencer, I. (2023). British Immigration Policy Since 1939. Routledge.
5. Vertovec, S. (2023). Super-Diversity and Migration. Routledge.
6. Wright, L. (2023). Language Diversity in Britain. Cambridge University Press.
7. Silva, E., & Smart, C. (2023). The New Family? Palgrave.
8. Bradley, H. (2023). Fractured Identities: Social Class in Britain.

1. Ethnical Formation of the Population of Great Britain
Key Concepts
The ethnic composition of the British population developed through several historical stages:
Ancient tribes – Celts were the earliest known inhabitants.
Roman period (1st–5th centuries).
Anglo-Saxon migration (Germanic tribes: Angles, Saxons, Jutes).
Viking invasions (Scandinavian influence).
Norman conquest (1066) which introduced Norman French elites.
Modern British society is therefore the result of many centuries of migration and cultural interaction.

Assignments
1. Describe the main stages of ethnic formation in Britain.
2. Explain the influence of Anglo-Saxon and Norman migrations.
3. Write a short essay (250 words): “How migration shaped the British nation.”

2. Ethnic Minorities
Key Concepts
The UK today is a multiethnic society. According to the 2021 Census, about 81.7% of the population belongs to white ethnic groups, while the rest consists of minority communities including Asian, Black, Mixed and other groups. 
The largest minority groups include:
· Indian
· Pakistani
· Bangladeshi
· Black African
· Black Caribbean
· Chinese
Immigration from Commonwealth countries, Europe, and Asia has significantly diversified the population since the mid-20th century.

Assignments
1. Define the term ethnic minority.
2. Identify the largest ethnic minority groups in Britain.
3. Discuss the role of immigration in shaping modern British society.

3. Main Languages Spoken in Great Britain
Key Concepts
The main language in Britain is English, but several regional languages are officially recognized:
· Welsh
· Scots
Scottish Gaelic
· Irish
· Cornish
These languages are part of Britain’s cultural heritage and are protected by language policies. 
Immigration has also introduced many other languages such as Polish, Punjabi, Urdu, and Bengali.

Assignments
1. List the official and regional languages in the UK.
2. Explain the importance of English as a global language.
3. Prepare a short report: “Language diversity in modern Britain.”

4. Natural Growth of Population. Population Density
Key Concepts
The UK population has grown steadily in recent decades.
The population reached about 69 million in 2024.
Population growth is influenced by births, deaths, and migration.
Migration is currently the main driver of population increase.
Average population density is about 281 people per square kilometre, though it varies greatly between regions.
Large cities such as London have much higher density than rural areas.

Assignments
1. Define natural population growth.
2. Explain the main factors affecting population growth in the UK.
3. Compare population density in cities and rural areas.

5. Family Life. Ways of Life
Key Concepts
Modern British families are diverse:
· nuclear families
· single-parent families
· cohabiting couples
· multicultural families
Changes in family life include:
· later marriages
· fewer children
· increasing number of working women
· growth of urban lifestyles

Assignments
1. Define natural population growth.
2. Explain the main factors affecting population growth in the UK.
3. Compare population density in cities and rural areas.

6. Young and Elderly People
Key Concepts
British society is aging.
· About 20% of the population is aged 65 or older. 
· The UK also has a large youth population, with millions of people aged 15–24. 
Key issues include:
· youth employment
· education
· pensions and elderly care

Assignments
1. Describe the demographic structure of the UK population.
2. Explain the main problems faced by young people.
3. Discuss the challenges of an aging population.

7. Social Structure of British Society. Employment
Key Concepts
British society traditionally consists of several social classes:
· upper class
· middle class
· working class
Today the structure is more complex and depends on:
· occupation
· income
· education
· lifestyle
Employment sectors include:
· services (largest sector)
· industry
· agriculture
Unemployment, migration, and technological change influence the modern labour market.

Assignments
1. Define social class.
2. Explain the structure of British society today.
3. Write an essay (300 words):
4. “Is the British class system still important?”

Seminar Discussion Questions
1. How has migration changed British society?
2. What are the main demographic challenges facing the UK today?
3. How do social class and employment affect people’s lifestyles in Britain?

Seminar X. The Principal Economic Regions and Towns of Great Britain
1. Southern England.
2. The Central Industrial Region.
3. Northern England. 
4. Scotland. 
5. Wales.
6. Northern Ireland.
7. Business and Economy. Patterns of Change.
8. The City of London. The Bank of England.

Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 208 p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p.
4. Гапонів А.Б. Лінгвокраїнознавство. Вінниця: Нова книга, 2005. 463 c.
5. Gardiner, B. (2023). The UK Regional Economy. Routledge.
6. Pike, A. (2023). Industrial Transformation in the UK.
7. Beatty, C. (2023). Economic Restructuring in Northern England.
8. Danson, M. (2023). The Scottish Economy.
9. Cooke, P. (2022). Regional Innovation in Wales.
10. Hayward, K. (2023). Brexit and Northern Ireland.
11. ONS (2024). UK Economic Statistics and Trends.
12. Michie, R. (2023). The City of London: History and Future.
13. 

1. Southern England
Key Characteristics
Southern England is the most economically dynamic region of the UK. It includes major cities such as London, Oxford, Cambridge, and Brighton.
Main economic activities:
· financial services
· high-technology industries
· education and research
· tourism
The region around London is often called the “South-East economic hub”, attracting international investment and skilled workers.

Assignments
1. Explain why Southern England is the most economically developed region.
2. Describe the role of Oxford and Cambridge universities in regional development.
3. Prepare a short report about the knowledge economy in Southern England.

2. The Central Industrial Region
Key Characteristics
The Central Industrial Region is traditionally known as the Midlands, including cities such as Birmingham, Coventry, and Nottingham.
Historically this region was famous for:
· steel production
· engineering
· automobile manufacturing
Today it focuses on:
· advanced manufacturing
· automotive industry
· logistics and transport

Assignments
1. Describe the historical importance of the Midlands in British industry.
2. Identify modern industries developing in the region.
3. Write a short essay: “Industrial transformation in the Midlands.”

3. Northern England
Key Characteristics
Northern England includes important cities such as Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, and Newcastle upon Tyne.
Historically the region was a center of:
· coal mining
· shipbuilding
· textile production
Today many cities focus on:
· digital industries
· education
· cultural tourism
· service economy

Assignments
1. Explain the concept of the “Northern Powerhouse.”
2. Describe economic changes after the decline of traditional industries.
3. Compare Manchester and Liverpool as modern economic centers.

4. Scotland
Key Characteristics
Scotland’s economy is centered around cities such as Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen.
Key sectors include:
· financial services
· oil and gas (North Sea)
· renewable energy
· tourism and whisky production
Aberdeen is often called the “oil capital of Europe.”

Assignments
1. Describe the structure of Scotland’s economy.
2. Explain the role of North Sea oil.
3. Discuss the development of renewable energy in Scotland.

5. Wales
Key Characteristics
The economy of Wales historically depended on:
· coal mining
· steel production
Important cities include Cardiff, Swansea, and Newport.
Modern economic sectors include:
· electronics
· aerospace
· tourism
· creative industries

Assignments
1. Describe the historical development of the Welsh economy.
2. Explain the shift from coal mining to modern industries.
3. Prepare a short presentation about Cardiff as an economic centre.

6. Northern Ireland
Key Characteristics
Important cities include Belfast and Derry.
Traditional industries:
· shipbuilding
· textiles
Today the economy focuses on:
· technology sector
· services
· tourism
· international business investment

Assignments
1. Explain the economic transformation of Northern Ireland.
2. Describe the role of Belfast in the regional economy.
3. Discuss the impact of Brexit on Northern Ireland’s economy.

7. Business and Economy. Patterns of Change
Key Concepts
The British economy has experienced major changes:
· decline of heavy industry
· growth of service industries
· development of financial services
· expansion of technology and innovation sectors
The UK is now considered a post-industrial economy.

Assignments
1. Define post-industrial economy.
2. Identify major structural changes in the UK economy since the 1980s.
3. Write an essay: “From industrial to service economy in Britain.”

8. The City of London and The Bank of England
Key Concepts
The financial centre of the UK is the City of London.
Important institutions include the Bank of England, which:
· controls monetary policy
· issues banknotes
· regulates financial stability
The City of London is one of the largest global financial centers, competing with New York and Tokyo.

Assignments
1. Explain the role of the City of London in the global financial system.
2. Describe the functions of the Bank of England.
3. Discuss why London remains one of the world’s leading financial centres.

Seminar Discussion Questions
1. Why are economic differences between regions important in the UK?
2. How did industrial decline change British cities?
3. Why is London one of the most important financial centers in the world?

Seminar XI. Education
1. The School System. 
2. Education after Sixteen.
3. Higher Education. Types of Universities.
4. The media: the press, radio and television.

Literature Recommended:
1. David McDowall. Britain in Close-up. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 208 p. 
2. David McDowall. Britain Explored. Longman Group UK Ltd., 2006. 200 p. 
3. James o’Driscoll. Britain. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 224 p. 
4. Look at Britain / [уклад.: О.І. Близнюк, Н.М. Жилко]. Київ: Т-во Знання, КОО, 2001. 158 с.
5. Oxford Guide to British and American Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 533 p.
6. Ball, S. (2023). The Education Debate. Policy Press.
7. Keep, E. (2023). Further Education and Skills in England.
8. Collini, S. (2023). What Are Universities For?
9. Briggs, A., & Burke, P. (2023). A Social History of the Media.

1. The School System
Key Concepts
The education system in the United Kingdom is divided into several stages:
1. Primary education (ages 5–11)
2. Secondary education (ages 11–16)
3. Further education (after 16)
4. Higher education
Schooling is compulsory between ages 5 and 16 in most parts of the UK.
Types of schools include:
· state schools (funded by the government)
· grammar schools
· comprehensive schools
· independent or private schools
Important education authorities operate in England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, where education systems differ slightly.

Assignments
1. Describe the structure of the British school system.
2. Explain the difference between state schools and independent schools.
3. Write a short essay (250 words): “Advantages and disadvantages of the British comprehensive school system.”

2. Education after Sixteen
Key Concepts
After the age of 16 students can choose several educational paths:
· Sixth form colleges (preparing for university)
· Further education colleges
· Vocational training
· Apprenticeships
Students often take A-level examinations, which are required for university admission.

Assignments
1. Explain the role of A-level examinations.
2. Compare academic and vocational education paths.
3. Prepare a presentation: “Apprenticeships as an alternative to university.”

3. Higher Education. Types of Universities
Key Concepts
The UK has one of the most prestigious higher education systems in the world.
Types of universities include:
1. Ancient universities (historic institutions) such as
· University of Oxford
· University of Cambridge
2. Red Brick universities – major civic universities established during the industrial era.
3. Plate glass universities – modern institutions founded in the 1960s.
4. Modern universities – former polytechnics that became universities after 1992.
Students usually study for:
· Bachelor’s degree
· Master’s degree
· Doctoral degree

Assignments
1. Identify the main types of universities in the UK.
2. Explain why Oxford and Cambridge are globally famous.
3. Write a short essay: “International students and British universities.”

4. The Media: The Press, Radio and Television
Key Concepts
The British media plays a significant role in public life and politics.
Major national newspapers include:
· The Times
· The Guardian
· The Daily Telegraph
Important broadcasting organizations include:
· BBC – the national public broadcaster
· ITV
The BBC is funded mainly through a television licence fee and is known worldwide for its public service broadcasting.

Assignments
1. Describe the structure of the British media system.
2. Explain the role of the BBC in British society.
3. Compare broadsheet newspapers and tabloid newspapers.

Seminar Discussion Questions
1. How does the British education system compare with other countries?
2. Should university education be free for all students?
3. How do media organizations influence politics and public opinion in the UK?

National dailies:
Populars: 
Daily Mirror (1903)
Doily Star (1978)
Sun (1964)
Daily Express (1900)
Daily Mail (1896)
Qualities:
The Financial Times (1888)
 The Daily Telegraph (1855)
 The Guardian (1821)
 The Independent (1986)
 The Times (1785)

National Sundays:
Populars:
News of the World (1843)
Sunday Express (1918)
Sunday Mirror (1963)
Mail on Sunday (1982)
Qualities:
The Sunday Telegraph (1961)
The Observer (1791)
The Sunday Times (1822)
The Independent on Sunday (1990)

The national newspapers, both on weekdays and on Sundays, fall into two broad categories: the 'popular' and 'quality' press. Ownership of the press, as can be seen, is in the hands of a few large publishing groups. The most significant of these are News International, owned by the Australian-born press tycoon Rupert Murdoch, and the Mirror Group. Although the law provides safeguards against undue concentration of control in one company, the acquisitions of News International have caused concern. Its purchase of The Times in 1981 marked the beginning of a shift in that paper from an establishment view, politically slightly right of centre but independent, to a more openly right-wing position, in line with the right-wing flavour of the Conservative governments in the 1980s. It also acquired The Sunday Times, and two popular papers, the Sun, a daily, and the News of the World, a Sunday paper, both of which it successfully turned into the two largest circulation newspapers. Thus News International owns the papers read by over one-third of the newspaper-reading public. In 1989 it entered the television market by launching a satellite television network, now known as BSkyB Television. Private ownership affects the political viewpoint of most newspapers. Most proprietors, or owners, are more sympathetic to a right of centre political viewpoint. Until the 1990s it could be claimed that 70 per cent of the newspapers sold supported a Conservative viewpoint. Among the populars, only the Daily and Sunday Mirror, and the People, express a left of centre view, while among the qualities The Guardian, and its sister Sunday paper, the Observer, reflect a moderate left-of-centre view. The Independent and The Financial Times tend to be left of centre on social issues while right of centre on economic ones, but would prefer to be viewed as non-aligned. In fact several right-of-centre papers supported a Labour victory in 1997, partly because of Conservative disarray, and partly because of Labour's perceived shift to the right.
All the popular papers, with the exception of the Sunday Express, are 'tabloid' in format. The tabloids are essentially mass entertainment. They are smaller than the other papers, and are distinguished by large illustrations, bold captions and a sensational prose style. In the words of one ex-editor of The Times:
The values of mass journalism are the traditional romantic values of energy, intuition, personality, sexuality, excitement and myth. The romantic element in the mass mind responds instinctively to the energy in the mass newspaper. Readers are presented with an exciting world of demons and temptresses, a flickering and exotic fairy tale ...By contrast the values of the serious press are those of analysis, rationality, truth, lucidity, balance, reality and, I would hope, compassion.
The result is that the tabloids' news content is minimal and their emphasis is on gossip, emotion and scandal. By contrast quality newspapers, known as 'broadsheets' on account of their larger, rather cumbersome format, emphasise news coverage, political and economic analysis and social and cultural issues.
Since 1971 over three million readers have been lost, mainly from the populars. A fundamental reason lies with television becoming the main medium for news. Consequently all newspapers now give more attention to sports results, city finance and entertainment, but this has failed to halt the decline in readership. Sunday readers have also declined. Since 1991 there has been a drop of one million in the number of populars sold each Sunday. Sunday quality papers have become fatter as the market competition increased during the 1980s. No Sunday quality paper can afford a circulation of less than about 400,000 without serious difficulty in attracting enough advertising. The Independent on Sunday (1990) was integrated with the daily The Independent in order to reduce production costs, but both seriously need to increase their circulation if their future is to be assured.
During the 1980s virtually every paper was radically affected by new printing technology. Bitter conflicts were fought between management and the unions as the new technology was introduced. Almost every newspaper left its historic home in Fleet Street, known colloquially as 'the Street of Shame', the centre of the British press for over a century. Some went to new sites in London's Docklands, while others moved elsewhere. New technology increased the profitability of the press, and this in turn allowed the creation of new newspapers. Some of these flopped. The most important new paper was The Independent. Established in 1986, it rapidly seized the centre ground vacated by The Times, which had moved to the right following its purchase by Murdoch's News International. By 1990 its circulation was only slightly behind its two main competitors, The Times and The Guardian, and it rivalled The Times as 'the newspaper of the establishment'. However a sustained price war by The Times from 1993 seriously damaged The Independent's sales and by the mid-1990s, its future looked uncertain. Circulation of The Times, however, increased from 350,000 in 1993 to 680,000 as a result of what its critics would describe as 'predatory' pricing.
Britain has a substantial number of regional newspapers also. Of these the two Scottish ones, The Scotsman (Edinburgh) and the Herald (Glasgow) are the most important, since they are also national papers. They each sell about 750,000 copies daily. But others with a large circulation include the Birmingham Evening Mail (200,000), the Wolverhampton Express and Star (208,000), the Birmingham Sunday Mercury (145,000), and the Leeds Yorkshire Post (75,000). These, too, are all in numerical decline.
Britain's ethnic minority communities also produce their own papers, both in English and in the vernacular languages. The oldest of these is the Jewish Chronicle, founded in 1841. But there are Asian, Caribbean and even Arabic newspapers published in Britain.
Finally, there are over 800 free newspapers, popularly known as 'freebies', almost all of them weekly and financed entirely by advertising. They achieve a weekly circulation of over 40 million. They function as local noticeboards, where local events are advertised, and anyone can advertise in the 'for sale' or 'wanted' columns.
The best-selling weeklies are those giving details of the forthcoming week's television and radio programmes, What's On TV, the Radio Times and TV Times, with circulations in 1996 of 1.6 million, 1.4 million and 1 million, respectively. Second to them in popularity are women's magazines, of which easily the best-selling is Take a Break, with a weekly sale of almost 1.5 million, and Woman's Weekly, Woman's Own, Woman, Woman's Realm, which sell between 300,000 and 800,000 copies each week. During the early 1990s some recently established men's magazines, Loaded, GQ and Esquire, became popular with circulations of 100,000 to 240,000. The leading opinion journals are The Economist, a slightly right-of-centre political and economic weekly, the New Statesman and Society, a left-of-centre political and social weekly, the Spectator, a right-of-centre political weekly, and Private Eye, a satirical fortnightly with a reputation for devastating attacks on leading personalities, and some libel suits against it in the law courts.
With almost 1,500 staff in 91 countries, no newspaper anywhere can compete with Britain's formidable news agency, Reuters. Across the world its name has become an assurance of objectivity, accuracy and reliability. Although run from London, Reuters deliberately avoids any image of being a British institution with English news values. As the day progresses, its world news file is edited from three different cities, switching time zones from Hong Kong to London to New York. Its reports are filed in French, German, Japanese, Arabic and Spanish, as well as English. Reuters also owns Reuters Television (RTV), the largest international television news agency in the world, providing news video to broadcasters in 89 countries.

Education in Great Britain
1. The School System. 
2. Education after Sixteen.
3. Higher Education. Types of universities.

The School System
Education is compulsory from the age of five to sixteen, and there is usually a move from primary to secondary school at about the age of eleven, but schools are organized in a number of different ways. The Department for Education and skills maintains overall control although local education authorities and head teachers have considerable powers in planning and administration. The National Curriculum introduced in 1988 sets levels of attainment for all pupils at the end of Key Stages 1-3 at ages 7, 11 and 14. Until the 1960s most children took an examination at the end of primary school (the Eleven Plus): those who passed went to grammar school while those who didn't went to secondary modern schools. A few areas still select at the age of eleven, but about 90% of secondary schools in Britain are now comprehensive, taking children of all abilities from their local area. 
Most parents choose to send their children to free state schools financed from public funds but an increasing number of secondary pupils attend free-paying independent schools outside the state system. Many of these are boarding schools, which provide accommodation for pupils during term time. Many independent boarding schools are confusingly called public schools in England and Wales. Schools in Britain have three terms a year, each with a short half-term break in the middle, and longer holidays at Christmas and Easter and in the summer.

The School System in England and Wales
1. Pre-school: age 3-5 (voluntary) (64% of 3-4-year  olds in the UK attend some form of pre-school education: 16% of 4-year olds in England attend some form of non-school education such as playgrounds in the private and voluntary sector).
2. Primary school: ages 5-11 (compulsory) 95% of 5-11 year-olds go to state-funded primary schools, many of which are still run by churches. Like secondary school students they follow a National Curriculum with standardised tests at key stages every two years; 5% go to independent fee-paying schools. Some of these are called preparatory schools.
3. Secondary school: ages 11-16 (compulsory) (85% of 11-16  go to comprehensive schools, which do not select pupils by ability; 7% go to independent fee-paying schools which are also known as public schools. Some areas still have a selection test at age eleven, called Eleven Plus: 5% who pass go to grammar schools, 2% who fail go to secondary modern schools and the rest to comprehensive schools).
4. Sixth form: ages 16-18 (voluntary): 75% of pupils now continue in full-time education after the end of compulsory schooling at age 16. They may study for "A levels'' or vocational qualifications at: the sixth form of their own secondary school (state or private), a separate sixth form from college  or a college of further education.
Changes in educational policy in Britain have frequently been the result of political decisions or changes of government. For, example, the Labour government which came to power in 1964 immediately encouraged the spread of comprehensive schools and the abolition of selection at eleven. In the 1980s and 1990s the Conservatives made radical changes throughout the education system. Labour continued to change parts of the system from 1997 onwards.

Education after Sixteen
Since 1988, most sixteen-year-olds have taken the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) or the Scottish Certificate of Education (SCE) in five, ten or even fifteen subjects. Pupils going on to higher education or professional training usually take "A" level examinations in two or three subjects. These require two more years of study after GCSE, either in the sixth form of secondary school, or in a separate sixth-form college. Other pupils may choose vocational subjects such as catering, tourism, secretarial or building skills. Subsidised courses in these subjects are run at colleges of further education. School-leavers with jobs sometimes take-part vocational courses, on day-release from work. Colleges of further education and some schools offer vocational; courses leading to national vocational qualifications (NVQs) as well as "A" level courses. 

Higher Education
There are over 100 universities in Britain plus other institutions including teacher training colleges. Undergraduate courses normally take three years of full-time study, although a number of subjects take longer, including medicine, architecture and foreign languages (where courses may include a year abroad). They lead in most cases to a Bachelor's degree in Arts or Science. There are various postgraduate degrees, including Master of Philosophy. The last two being awarded for research in Arts or Sciences. Degrees are usually awarded by the institution itself. Students of law, architecture and some other professions can take qualifications awarded by their own professional bodies instead of degrees.
In the 1980s the main sources of income for students in higher education were parental contributions and the maintenance grant (money paid by the local authority to cover living expenses, books and travel). By the 1990s this had changed and student loans gradually replaced the old system of grants. By 1999 loans formed 24% of total income for students. 
Universities accept students mainly on the basis of their "A" level results, although they may interview them as well. The Open University was started in 1971 to cater for adults who did not have these formal qualifications. The emphasis has changed in all forms of higher education to include greater numbers of students and encourage people from different backgrounds to apply. In 1970 there were 620, 000 students in higher education of whom 33% were women. By 1999 these figures had increased to 2.1 million students of whom 53% were women. Life-long learning skills have also become more important.
 
 Types of Universities in Great Britain
British universities can be roughly divided into 3 groups: 1) Oxford and Cambridge and the older Scottish universities: 2) the red brick universities: 3) the new universities.
1. The universities of Oxford and Cambridge date from the12th and 13th centuries and the older Scottish universities of St. Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen and Edinburgh from the 15th and 16th centuries. All the others were founded in the 19th or 20th centiries. Oxford and Cambridge have dominated British education for seven hundred years. These universities consist of a number of residential colleges founded at different times, most of them for men, but few (of a later foundation) for women. Oxford has 5 women’s colleges, Cambridge three. Each college has its own building, its own internal organization, its own staff and students. In order to enter the university, one must first apply to a college and become a member of the university through the college. The colleges are not connected with any particular study and are governed by twenty to thirty 'Fellows'. Fellows of a college are 'tutors' (teachers, often called dons). They teach their own subject to those students in the college who are studying it, and they are responsible for their progress.
The university is like a federation of colleges. It arranges the courses, the lectures and the examinations, and awards the degrees. Today some of the men's colleges are co-educational. The universities of Oxford and Cambridge each have over 10,000 full-time students. Oxford is older than Cambridge, more philosophical, classical and theological. Cambridge, on the other hand, is more scientifically biased. But in many respects (especially their prestige and wealth) they look very alike, therefore they are often referred to collectively for convenience as Oxbridge. Admission to the universities is based on the old tribal patterns which guide boys from traditional schools to traditional universities. Candidates to Oxford and Cambridge are largely self-selected, much influenced by parents, schoolfriends and family backgrounds. The older Scottish universities were founded before Scotland was joined to England, and to a great measure they take their traditions from the continental universities.
2. The universities, which were founded between 1850 and 1930, including London University, are known as redbrick universities. They were called so because that was the favourable building material of the time, though they are rarely referred to as 'redbrick' today. The University of London is by far the largest conventional university, with about 39,000 full-time students. It was established by the union of two colleges: University College (1827) and King's College (1831). Later many other colleges, schools and institutes were added, and it also could be called a kind of federation of colleges, but the system is entirely different. The largest of the London colleges are like universities in themselves, having many different faculties and departments. Others specialize in certain subjects, like the London School of Economics and Political Science, the Imperial College of Science and Technology, the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, the School of Oriental and African Studies, the School of Architecture.
There are also institutes attached to London University as well as to other universities. Whereas colleges within a university teach all subjects, and schools a group of subjects, these institutes specialize more narrowly, and are often more occupied with research than with teaching undergraduates. In London University, for example, there are the Institute of Archeology, the Courtauld Institute (specializing in the history of art) and some others. Most of the redbrick universities founded in the nineteenth century are scattered throughout the country and are to be found in Birmingham, Bristol, Exeter, Hull, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton and some other cities.
The redbrick universities organize their academic work in a variety of ways. Subjects are taught in individual departments which are in turn grouped into faculties covering the main subject grouping, like arts, science, engineering, social science. For example, these are the faculties at Manchester: Arts, Science, Technology, Medicine, Law, Economic and Social Studies, Business Administration, Theology, Music, Education.
3. The new universities were all founded after the Second World War. Some of them quickly became popular because of their modern approach to university courses. The first of this group was Keele University (in Staffordshire), founded in 1948. In 1961 seven new universities were approved: the universities of East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Lancaster, Sussex, Warwick, York. The traditional faculty structure in these universities has been avoided in an attempt to prevent overspecialization. One form of organization (at Sussex) is school, which embraces a range of related subjects. Some of the technological universities have boards of studies. York and Warwick have structures which are closer to the older universities.
Polytechnics. They are products of modern times and somehow stand apart from traditional universities. The first 'polytechnic' was set up in 1838 in Regent Street, London, and was revived and enlarged in 1881. But the term now usually refers to those, the plans for which were announced by the Labour Government in 1966. These plans were to turn sixty colleges of technology, commerce and art into thirty new polytechnics, which have become centres for advanced courses in a wide range of subjects. Many of the thirty polytechnics today take part-time students and serve as comprehensives of further education. But some of them take full-time students, their work is of university level and thus is officially described as the higher education sector within further education, where students are able to take on a full-time degree course.
The Open University. The Open University was founded in 1971 by the Labour Government to cater for those people who, for some reason, had not had a chance to enter any of the other universities, especially those above normal student age. It takes both men and women at the age of 21 and over. The University provides part-time degree and other courses. No formal academic qualifications are required for entry to these courses, but the standards of its degrees are the same as those of other universities. The first courses began in 1971, and in a decade the number of undergraduates reached 65,000. It is a non-residential university. In teaching the Open University uses a combination of television and radio broadcasts, correspondence courses and summer schools, together with a network of viewing and listening centres. Written work is corrected by part-time tutors who meet their students once a month to discuss their work with them. Degrees are awarded on the basis of credits gained by success at each stage of the course. Six credits are required for a BA degree and eight credits for a B.A. Honours degree. The time of staying on at the Open University is unlimited. 

Progress Test Questions and Assignments
Exercise 1. Answer the questions:
1. What choices do pupils have at the age of sixteen?
2. What does the abbreviation GCSE stand for? 
3. What have been the major changes in higher education in Britain over the last 25 years?
4. If you wanted practical basic training, where would you like to study in Great Britain?

Exercise 2. Explain the following expressions:
pre-school education, post-school, half-term, National Curriculum, independent school, eleven Plus, compulsory education, life-long learning, Open University.

           Exercise 3. Describe the differences between the following pairs:
school                    college                 
primary                  secondary  
state school            public school
day school              boarding school 
undergraduate        postgraduate 

Exercise 4. Work in pairs:
1. What are the main differences between university courses in Britain and in Ukraine?
2. How are college and university courses paid for in your own country?

             Exercise 5. Discussion:
1. Do you think education should be free? Are there advantages in a free-paying system?
2. Do you think children should be tested at the ages of seven and eleven?
3. What are your views of boarding schools?
4. How usual is it to enter the university in Ukraine?
5. Is a university education necessary for professional jobs?
6. What are other ways to get professional jobs?

Exercise 6. Writing:
Compare the system of higher education in Great Britain to the system of higher education in Ukraine.

Exercise 7. Writing:
Write an essay on the topic “The School System in Great Britain”.

Test I  
I. Choose the right answer.
1. The Severn flows from the Cambrian Mountains in Wales into the …
a) North Sea;                  c) English Channel;
b) Bristol Channel;        d) Atlantic Ocean.

2. The coastline of Great Britain is greatly indented, especially in the …
a) east and north-east;         c) south and south-west;
b) west and north-west;       d) south and south-east.

3. The Hebrides are situated off the … coast of Great Britain.
    a) north-eastern;       c) south-eastern;
   b) north-western;       d) south-western.

4. Anglesey is situated in the …
    a) Bristol Channel;        c) Irish Sea;
    b) English Channel;       d) North Sea.

5. Ben Nevis is located in …
    a) England;       c) Wales;
b)Scotland;       d) Ireland

6. Match the events in the first column to the dates in the second column:
                                                                                                
Battle of Hastings                                                                     600 BC
The Brythonic Celts invaded Britain                                       700 BC
The Gaelic Celts invaded Britain                                             1066 
The Jutes landed in Kent                                                          664 AD
The adoption of Christianity                                                     886 AD  
The Wedmore Treaty                                                                1534 
The Act of Supremacy                                                              1832         
The Reform Act                                                                        450 AD     
7. The first British Parliament was summoned in 
a) 1215;     c) 1340;
b) 1265;     d) 1400.
8. The Romans arrived in GB for the first time in:
   a) 55 BC;   b) 54 BC;   c) 60 BC; 
  
9. The Black Death spread in England in:
a) 1245; b)1348; c)1354; d) 1456

10. The Wedmore Treaty was signed in:
a) 726; b) 736; c) 886; d) 856

II. Define the meaning of the following words: a hide, a reeve, the Witan.

III. Identify the events in English history related to the following names:
the Roman Emperor Claudius, William of Normandy, Simon de Montfort, King Arthur, King Alfred, Oliver Cromwell, King Henry VIII.

IV. Write an essay: “The Norman Conquest and its effect on the language”.









Test II     
I. Choose the right answer.

1. In the house of Lords there are: 
a) 20;    b) 24;   c) 32;    d) 26   Lords Spiritual.

2. The House of Commons is an assembly elected by universal adult suffrage and consists of …
a) 650 MPs;   c) 780 MPs;
b) 340 MPs;   d) 500 MPs.

3. The first British Parliament was summoned in: 
c) 1215;     c) 1340;
d) 1265;     d) 1400.

4. In the UK the minimum voting age is …
a) 20; b) 18   c) 19;   d) 21.

5. The Labour Party is … wing party:
   a) left;    b) right.

6. M.Thatcher became known as the:
a) Iron Woman;   c) Iron Prime Minister;
b) Iron Lady;        d) Iron Leader of the Conservative Party.

7. The House of Commons is elected for:
   a) 4 years;   b) 6 years;	c) 5 years; d) 3 years

8. The Labour Party was formed in 
     a) 1912;   b) 1900;   c) 1897; d) 1920.
9. The Conservative Party is the only major … wing party in Britain.
      a) left;   b) right.
10. The Chief Officer of the House of Lords is called …
      a) Lord Chancellor; b) Lord Privy Seal; c) the Speaker. 

II. Identify the events in English history related to the following names: Simon de Montfort, M. Thatcher, T. Blair, G. Brown.

IIІ. Enumerate types of courts in the UK and specify their functions.
IV. Write an essay: “British Parliament”.


Test III     
I. Choose the right answer.

 1. The population of London is … people.
a) 2,2 million;     c) 10,2 million;
b) 7,1 million;     d) 8,1 million.

2. Compulsory education in Britain begins at the age of 
	a) 8;		b) 7;		c) 5;		d) 6.

3. The most densely populated part is:
a) Scotland;	c) England;       
b) Wales;              d) Northern Ireland.

4. The population of Britain is at present about … million people.
     a) 49;    b) 60;   c)   69;   d) 39.

5. The first Ukrainian community appeared in Great Britain in
     a) 1900; b) 1920; c) 1893; d) 1899.

6. Nearly half of the entire minority ethnic population lives in …
a) Liverpool;      c) Glasgow;
b) London;          d) Belfast.

7. One of the oldest industries in Great Britain is …
a) electronics;     c) engineering;
b) chemical;        d) coal-mining.    

8. The saying ‘To carry coal to Newcastle’ means that the city is:
   a) poor in coal deposits;   b) rich in coal deposits;  
c) needs badly coal from other regions for its industries. 

9. The Black Country is situated in 
	a) the Midlands; b) the District; c)Kent; d) Wales.

10. The oldest center of textile industry is 
	a) Birmingham; b) Manchester; c) London;	d) Liverpool.

II. Enumerate types of schools in Great Britain.
III. Write an essay: “The Principal Economic Regions and Towns of Great Britain”.
IV. Write an essay: “The System of Higher Education in Great Britain”.
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Appendices
Chronological Outline
BC
3000-2000 – Iberians and the Beaker folk inhabited England
700-100 – Celts invaded and settled in England

AD
43 – the Roman Conquest of England under the Emperor Claudius
407-410 – The roman army withdrawn from England
450-500 – The Anglo-Saxons and Jutes conquered England
800-900 – The struggle against the Danish invaders
886 – The treaty of Wedmore was signed

England in the Middle Ages (11th- 15th Centuries)
1066 – The Norman Conquest, the Duke of Normandy, William defeated Harold near Hastings. 
1086 – the Domesday Book was made 
1215 – Magna Charta, a document signed by John Lackland and barons
1265 – the first English Parliament summoned by Simon de Montfort
1282 – Edward I conquered Wales
1314 – the Scots defeated the English at Bannockburn
1337-1453 – The Hundred Years War between England and France
1455-1485 – the Wars of the Roses
1476 – William Caxton set up the first English printing press at Westminster
1516 – Thomas More wrote Utopia

The 20th century 
1900 – the British Labour Party was founded
1911 – the Parliament Act restricted the veto power of the House of Lords
1914 – World War I
1924 – the first Labour government was formed
1926 – the General strike
1929 – the World economic crisis started
1930 – the Daily Worker began to be published
1939-1945 – World War II
1944 – D-Day. Anglo-American forces landed in Normandy
1945 – the Potsdam Agreement was signed
1949 – the NATO was formed
1966 – the Daily Worker became renamed the Morning Star
1969 – the voting age was reduced to 18
1973 – Britain joined the European Economic Community
1979 – Margaret Thatcher became the first woman the Prime Minister
1982 – the war for the Falkland Islands
1990 – Margaret Thatcher was forced to resign
1997 – the victory of the Labour party led by Tony Blair
1998 – the passage of the Scotland Act
1999 – the Scottish Parliament reopened
2007 – James Gordon Brown became the Prime Minister of the UK.
2010 – David Cameron, the leader of the Conservative Party, became the Prime Minister of the UK.
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British Library: http://www.bl.uk
British Tourist Authority:  http://www.visitbritain.com
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UK Online: http://www.ukonline.gov.uk
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http://www.bibliomania.com
http://www.bubl.ac.uk/uk/newspapers.htm


















Glossary
Albion a Roman name for Great Britain, rarely used after the 19th century.
Balti cuisine a fusion-cooking range of Indian-style dishes using certain sets of spices and sauces, invented in England. "Balti kievs" are sold in several supermarket chains in the UK.
Bangers a popular name for British sausages, but also used in the singular to mean an old car in poor condition.
Bank Holiday most holidays are national holidays and are called Bank Holidays, because banks and government offices normally close on those days.
Beefeater the popular name for the monarch's guard soldiers at the Tower of London.
Black cab the popular name for a licensed taxi, more correctly called a Hackney Carriage.
Blighty a popular slang term for the UK, mostly used during the first half of the 20th century.
The Blitz the bombing by the German air force during WW2.
Bobbies the old-fashioned popular name for the police, after the Home Secretary who introduced then in the 18th century, Sir Robert Peel. Bobby is a diminutive of Robert.
Boxing Day December 26th, the second day of Christmas.
Camelot the (probably) mythical castle of King Arthur, becoming an essential part of the legend in Victorian times.
Chicken Tikka Masala (CTM) a fusion dish of roast marinated chicken, Indian tikka, with a sauce based on garam masala spices, probably invented in Glasgow, Scotland.
Chocolate limes boiled sweets with a lime-flavoured outer shell and a chocolate centre.
Christmas crackers tubes of decorated carton that pull apart with a bang to reveal a gift, joke on a slip of paper and a party hat.
City of London or Square Mile the original central city of London, now primarily a financial and banking centre.
Cockney a Londoner generally, but more accurately, someone born in a particular small area of east London, within hearing of the bells of Bow Church.
Cornish pasty a savoury pie with meat and vegetable filling from Cornwall, but originally made half with a savoury filling and half with a sweet filling for shepherds.
Counties administrative areas determined, counted, by population, used in the USA and the UK.
Custard a milk, egg, cornflower and vanilla sauce eaten hot with a variety of sweet puddings.
Danelaw the area controlled by the Vikings (Danes and Norsemen) from the 9th to the late 11th century, comprising about half of England.
Domesday Book an extremely comprehensive survey and inventory made by the Normans after they took control of England.
Dons most often senior members of staff at Oxford or Cambridge colleges but now often applied to most university teachers.
Easter Bunny an Americanized cute version of the ancient fertility symbol of a hare, breeding traditionally at Easter.
Fish and Chip Shop a shop selling freshly-cooked chips and fish, pies and black pudding, often with a range of other similar food, cooked whenever possible in a deep-fat-fryer.
Geordies a colloquial name for, strictly, a native of Tyneside in northeast England, but often used more widely to describe those from the northeast region.
Ginger beer a non-alcoholic soft drink flavoured with ginger.
Greater London a name for the wider area around and including London, defined differently by different authorities.
Haggis a Scottish traditional dish of mixed, minced offal baked in a sheep's stomach with suet, oatmeal and other ingredients. Regarded either as a delicacy or an abomination, with few neutral observers.
Holy Grail popularised in the legends of King Arthur, whose knights are said to have searched for the cup used by Jesus during the Last Supper. The Holy Grail has not only been thought of as a chalice but many other religious objects or ideas over the centuries.
Home Counties a popular, ill-defined name for the administrative areas bordering London, sometimes including areas of Greater London, such as Middlesex.
Hundred originally an area of a hundred households and the basic counting unit for counties.
Hundred-man or hundred eolder the head of a hundred, between the 7th and the 11th centuries.
Industrial Revolution the introduction of machinery to make goods and to improve farming efficiency, and the migration from rural to urban life for most.
IRA the Irish Republican Army, the original body fighting for Ireland's independence.
Iron Lady a popular nickname for Margaret Thatcher, used both by her supporters and her opponents.
Kedgeree a rice dish with fish and hard-boiled eggs. 
Kippers a herring cut in half along its spine and smoked.
The Knowledge the mandatory examination given to potential taxidrivers in London to test their knowledge of the streets and buildings of Greater London. No licence is given until the candidate passes this extremely strict test.
Law Lords the judicial members of the House of Lords, the highest court of appeal in the UK.
Les Rosbifs the French colloquial nickname for the British, literally "the roast-beefs".
Limeys the American colloquial name for the British, after the limes they took on ships to give them vitamin C and combat their disease scurvy.
Lions ofAnjou the original banner of King Richard the Lionheart, still used as a national symbol of England.
London Met or Scotland Yard the former is the London Police force and the latter is its historical headquarters. The Met named the area of their new offices "New Scotland Yard".
Lord Protector the title given Oliver Cromwell, and his son after Oliver's death, as Head of State after Charles I was executed and until Charles II was chosen to be Head of State.
Luddites a group named after Ned Ludd; artisans who rioted and destroyed machinery 1811-1816. The term is used more loosely and even today to describe those who are against progress.
Malt vinegar vinegar traditionally brewed with malt (and hence brown) rather than just acetic acid mixed with water.
May King and May Queen symbolic male and female monarchs chosen during a May Day celebration, to govern over the festivities.
May tree or Maypole the symbol around which villagers danced, during part of the May Day celebration.
Merlin the legendary wizard at the court of King Arthur.
Metropolitan area an urban, built-up area used to define administrative areas and usually sub-divided into counties.
Milk floats once horse-pulled carts used by milkmen, since the '60s these are vans driven by electric motors, used by most dairies for domestic milk deliveries.
Mincemeat and mince pies meat was in the Middle Ages a word to describe all manner of foodstuffs - the former now uses the contemporary use of meat while the latter is a mixture of preserved fruits cooked together in a thick sweet sauce.
Mushy peas large mature peas boiled until converted into a paste.
Normans a descendant of the mixed Scandinavian and Prankish people, inhabiting Normandy in France from the 10th century, who invaded England in 1066.
Oxbridge a term used to denote the two top universities in England, from a combination of their names, Oxford and Cambridge.
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BC
3000-2000 – Iberians and the Beaker folk inhabited England
700-100 – Celts invaded and settled in England

AD
43 – the Roman Conquest of England under the Emperor Claudius
407-410 – The roman army withdrawn from England
450-500 – The Anglo-Saxons and Jutes conquered England
800-900 – The struggle against the Danish invaders
886 – The treaty of Wedmore was signed

England in the Middle Ages (11th- 15th Centuries)
1066 – The Norman Conquest, the Duke of Normandy, William defeated Harold near Hastings. 
1086 – the Domesday Book was made 
1215 – Magna Charta, a document signed by John Lackland and barons
1265 – the first English Parliament summoned by Simon de Montfort
1282 – Edward I conquered Wales
1314 – the Scots defeated the English at Bannockburn
1337-1453 – The Hundred Years War between England and France
1455-1485 – the Wars of the Roses
1476 – William Caxton set up the first English printing press at Westminster
1516 – Thomas More wrote Utopia

The 20th century 
1900 – the British Labour Party was founded
1911 – the Parliament Act restricted the veto power of the House of Lords
1914 – World War I
1924 – the first Labour government was formed
1926 – the General strike
1929 – the World economic crisis started
1930 – the Daily Worker began to be published
1939-1945 – World War II
1944 – D-Day. Anglo-American forces landed in Normandy
1945 – the Potsdam Agreement was signed
1949 – the NATO was formed
1966 – the Daily Worker became renamed the Morning Star
1969 – the voting age was reduced to 18
1973 – Britain joined the European Economic Community
1979 – Margaret Thatcher became the first woman the Prime Minister
1982 – the war for the Falkland Islands
1990 – Margaret Thatcher was forced to resign
1997 – the victory of the Labour party led by Tony Blair
1998 – the passage of the Scotland Act
1999 – the Scottish Parliament reopened













National Icons
	England has a vast number of cultural icons and the British Government Department of Culture has a website of icons for each nation of the UK accessed at cultureonline.gov.uk/projects/icons.asp. When BBC news recently carried out a survey to gather nominations for subjects for the site, the winner with the most nominations was a cup of tea.
While many symbols like cricket, the red London double-decker bus, the Spitfire plane, James Bond, the black taxi cab, fish-and-chips and British beer made predictably strong showings, coming a close second to tea was, perhaps surprisingly, the Rolling Stones, led by Sir Mick Jagger.
	A cup of tea represents Englishness and the history of the industrial revolution, with mass production of china (including tea cups) a significant feature of Britain's exploding manufacturing output. Simultaneously, people across society were suddenly drinking a safe drink, made with boiling water so that germs were killed and with the antiseptic properties of several components of tea. Coffee was always much more expensive and workers could suddenly afford tea relatively easily, giving volume to the supply and sale of tea. Tea came to England from India and China, although black Indian tea was always more popular, drunk with milk as in many regions of India.
	It is totally unclear as to whether the British drink more tea or coffee. Research gave many contradictory results, which gives the overall impression that the two are probably neck-and-neck. What is certain is that the English drink a very high percentage of "instant" processed coffee, while most of the rest of the world predominantly drinks natural coffee.

 Beefeaters, National Costume and London Gin
	Gin is English in the way that whisky is Scottish, cognac is French and Horilka is Ukrainian. One of the most successful brands is "Beefeater" that uses the traditional symbol of a ceremonial guard at the Tower of London, dressed in a costume that dates back to Tudor times. There is no national costume of England, so for many years, when entrants for the Miss World contests had to wear national costume for the initial pageant, Miss England wore a modified Beefeater costume.
The reality of gin was rather more unpleasant, however and in the 18th century, what started out as being a medicine became a very serious social problem. Gin had become the poor person's drink as it was cheap, and some workers were given gin as part of their wages. Duty paid on gin was 2 pence a gallon, as opposed to 57 pence a gallon on strong beer.
	With 45 million litres drunk per annum in London, from 7000 'gin palaces' in 1730, the Government was forced to act, especially as much of the gin was drunk by women, consequently the children were neglected, daughters were sold into prostitution, and wet nurses gave gin to babies to quieten them. Legislation and social reform gradually reduced the problem, but gin is still known in England as "Mother's Ruin".

Thatched Cottages
	Perhaps since tradition is such a deep-rooted part of the English character, perhaps because privacy in quiet surroundings is so important to the English or perhaps because they're beautiful, thatched cottages are the most prized (and expensive) housing for many. One surprise greeting tourists to England is how many thousands of cottages like this there are around the country.

 Toby Jugs
	The name "Toby" seems to have been long associated with conviviality, hospitality and socialising. Perhaps the most famous was Sir Toby Belch in Shakespeare's Twelfth Night who was fat, boisterous, given to hard drinking and spending all night with his friends. Toby Shandy in Laurence Sterne's Tristam Shandy, published in 1760 seemed to reinforce this image; and in 1761 appeared an English print with verses describing "Old Toby Philpot, as a thirsty soul.
	In the 18th century, jugs for beer depicting Sir Toby Philpot began to be made by several companies in the "Staffordshire Potteries", a region of the West Midlands with suitable clay that became a centre for pottery during the Industrial Revolution. They proved popular and production by hundreds of potteries reached a peak during Victorian times and the early 20th century.
	Today it is difficult to find antique toby jugs in Britain as they are highly collectable and bought by people all over the world as symbols of England by, especially anglophiles in the USA and Japan.

Vehicles
	One of the enduring and best known symbols of London is the classic red double-decker bus, known correctly as the Routemaster. It was developed between 1947 and 1956 to replace the trolleybuses, which had themselves replaced the trams. It was first introduced in 1956 and designed and built specifically for London.
Although the last new Routemaster took to the roads in 1968, they are a major tourist attraction and through refurbishment there were still 500 in service in London in 2005.
	In the United Kingdom, a hackney carriage is a taxicab licensed by the Public Carriage Office in the London Metropolitan Area or by the local authority in other parts of the country. They were originally Hansom cabs, horse-drawn carriages that operated as vehicles for hire. Today a hackney carriage is a taxicab that is allowed to travel the streets looking for passengers to pick up, as opposed to private hire vehicles sometimes called minicabs, which may only pick up passengers who have previously booked or who visit the taxi operator's office. Since 1928, these taxis have been built by Carbodies in Coventry and are renowned for durability and reliability. A common souvenir of London for both adults and children is a set of models of a Routemaster and a black cab in a presentation box.
	Carbodies changed its name to London Taxis International during the '90s and now exports to the USA, Japan and many other countries, where a "London Cab" may give novelty and competitive advantage to a local taxi company. In London, Hackney Carriage drivers have to pass a test called The Knowledge to demonstrate they have an intimate knowledge of London streets and buildings, before they can have a licence.

King Arthur
	King Arthur is an important figure in the mythology of Great Britain. He is the central character in Arthurian legends although there is disagreement about whether Arthur ever actually existed and in the earliest mentions and Welsh texts he is never given the title "king". Early texts refer to him as "dux bellorum" (war leader) and High Medieval Welsh texts often call him "amerauder" (emperor). However, a recent translation of newly discovered documents may have referred to him as a king.
	One school of thought believes Arthur to have lived some time in the late 5th century to early 6th century, to have been of Romano-British origin, and to have fought against the Saxons. His power base was probably in either Wales, Cornwall or the west of what would become England, but controversy over the centre of his power and the extent and kind of power he wielded continues.
	Arthur first appears in Welsh literature. In the "Gododdin", (around 594) the poet Aneirin mentions Arthur, while possibly of an earlier date are the poems "The Chair of the Sovereign" which refers to "Arthur the Blessed", and the poem "Journey to Deganwy" which contains the passage "as at the battle of Badon with Arthur, chief giver of feasts, with his tall blades red from the battle which all men remember".
	Another early reference to Arthur is in the "Historia Britonum", attributed to the Welsh monk Nennius, who is said to have written this compilation of early Welsh history around the year AD 830. In this work Arthur is referred to as a "leader of battles" rather than as a king. Two separate sources within this compilation list twelve battles that he fought, culminating in the battle of Mount Badon, where he is said to have single-handedly killed 960 men. According to the "Annales Cambriae", Arthur was killed at the Battle of Camlann in 537. Early Welsh Literature mention Arthur and locate his court in Celliwig, which is located in Cornwall. Later theories place Camelot at Tintagel Castle in Cornwall.
In 1133, Geoffrey of Monmouth produced a manuscript called the "Historia Regurn Britanniae". This work was the mediaeval equivalent of a best seller and helped draw the attention of other writers who then expanded on the tales of Arthur.
	In the versions of the legends, which gained popularity beginning in the 12th century, Arthur gathered the Knights of the Round Table (Lancelot, Gawain, Galahad, and others). At his court, most often held at Camelot in the later prose romances, could sometimes be found the wizard Merlin. Arthur's knights engaged in fabulous quests, famously including one for the Holy Grail. In the late prose romances the love affair between Arthur's champion, Lancelot, and the Queen, Guinevere, becomes the central reason for the fall of the Arthurian world.
In 1191, the monks of Glaston-bury Abbey announced that they had found the burial site of Arthur and Guinevere. Their grave was shown to many people, and the reputed remains were moved to a new tomb in 1278. The tomb was destroyed during the Reformation, and the bones lost.

 Robin Hood
	Robin Hood is the archetypal English folk hero, an outlaw who, in 20th century versions of the legend, stole from the rich to give to the poor.
Court records from the year 1225 in York state that a fine of almost a whole year's typical income of a country laborour was levied on a Robert Hood, an outlaw or fugitive from justice. The following year there is a reference to Hobbehood ("that devil Hood') as a robber. Over the next few decades, many outlaws brought to justice insisted that their name was also 'Robin Hood' indicating that the name was associated with a popular outlaw. During his lifetime, songs and ballads about him appeared, which is unusual as most such ballads appeared after the death of a character. His first appearance in a manuscript (i.e. written) is in "Piers Plowman" of 1377 by William Langland in which Sloth, the lazy priest boasts "I ken ('know') 'rimes of Robin Hood."
	Printed versions of Robin Hood ballads appear in the early 16th century – shortly after the advent of printing in England. In these ballads, Robin Hood is a yeoman, an independent tradesman or farmer. It is only in the late 16th century that he becomes a nobleman, Robert of Locksley or other such nobleman. The late 16th century is also the period when the Robin Hood story is moved back in time to the 1190s, when King Richard was away at the crusades.
	The idea of Robin Hood as a high-minded Saxon fighting Norman Lords originates in the 19th century, most notably in the part Robin Hood plays in Sir Walter Scott's "Ivanhoe" (1819). The folkloric Robin Hood was deprived of his lands by the villainous Sheriff of Nottingham and became an outlaw. The Sheriff does indeed appear in the early ballads (Robin kills and beheads him), but there is nothing as specific as this allegation. Robin's other enemies include the rich abbots of the Catholic Church and a bounty hunter named Guy of Gisbourne. Robin kills and beheads him as well. The early ballads contain nothing about giving to the poor, although Robin does make a large loan to an unfortunate knight.
In the ballads, the original "Merry Men" (though not called that) included: Friar Tuck, Will Scarlet (or Scathlock), Much the Miller's Son, and Little John – who was called "little" because he wasn't.
	Songs, plays, games, and, later, novels, musicals, films, and TV series have developed Robin Hood and friends according to the needs of their times, and the mythos has been subject to extensive ideological manipulation.
Maid Marian, for instance, something of a warrior maiden in early Victorian novels was reduced in demeanour to being a passive girlfriend during the period of the women's suffrage movement. As the media power of the modern feminist movement gathered momentum, Marian reacquired an altogether more active role, until in recent years she has become the leader of the outlaws in the British children's TV show "Maid Marian and her Merry Men" (1989 - 1994), and the US "Princess of Thieves" in 2001.
Robin Hood himself has been transformed from a bandit with an occasional element of generosity mixed with barbaric cruelty in the original tales, to the contemporary reading, where he is depicted more as a medieval Che Guevara leading a small rebel force fighting a guerrilla war against Prince John and the Sheriff on behalf of the oppressed and King Richard I in Walt Disney and Hollywood films. The Hollywood image of Robin Hood has often been far from historical reality, and played as a hero by Errol Flynn, Kevin Costner and others.

National Personalities
	In November 2002, the British public voted Sir Winston Churchill the Greatest Briton of all time following a nationwide poll organised by the BBC that attracted over a million votes. The top ten, oddly all English, was selected from a list of 100 voted for by BBC TV, internet and radio users and the order, with number of votes, was:
Winston Churchill 456,498 votes – 28.1 %
Isambard Kingdom Brunei 398,526 votes – 24.6 %
Diana, Princess of Wales 225,584 votes – 13.9 %
Charles Darwin 112,496 votes – 6.9 %
William Shakespeare 109,919 votes – 6.8 %
Isaac Newton 84,628 votes – 5.2 %
Queen Elizabeth I 71,928 votes 4.4 %
John Lennon 68,445 votes 4.2 %
Horatio Nelson 49,171 votes 3%
Oliver Cromwell 45,053 votes 2.8 %
Although Sir Mick Jagger was only just in the top 50, he and the Rolling Stones were voted the second most important icon of England in a later survey by the BBC.

Winston Churchill
	Churchill, Sir Winston (1874-1965), was one of the greatest statesmen in world history. Churchill reached the height of his fame as the heroic prime minister of Great Britain during World War II (1939-1945). He offered his people only "blood, toil, tears, and sweat" as they struggled to keep their freedom. Churchill was also a noted author, painter, and soldier. Churchill not only made history, he also wrote it. As a historian, war reporter, and biographer, he showed an excellent command of the English language. In 1953, he won the Nobel Prize for literature. Yet as a schoolboy, he had been the worst student in his class. Churchill spoke as he wrote-clearly, vividly, and majestically – but he had stuttered as a boy.
Churchill joined the armed forces in 1895 as an army lieutenant under Queen Victoria. He ended his career in 1964 as an MP, a member of the House of Commons under Queen Elizabeth II, the great-great-granddaughter of Queen Victoria.
	Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born in 1874, in Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire. He was the elder of the two sons of Lord Randolph Churchill and an American, Lady Churchill. Blenheim Palace today is a popular tourist attraction. In 1893, aged 18, Winston entered the Royal Military College at Sandhurst, failing the entrance examinations twice before passing them. But he soon led his class in tactics and fortifications, the most important subjects. In 1895, Churchill was appointed a second lieutenant in the 4th Hussars, a cavalry regiment. In 1900, Churchill returned to England as a Boer War hero and Oldham's voters elected him to Parliament. He soon began to criticize many Conservative policies openly and sharply. In 1904, Churchill broke with his party completely. He dramatically crossed the floor of Commons, amid the howls of Conservatives and the cheers of Liberals, to sit with the Liberals. In the next election, in 1906, Churchill ran as a Liberal and won.
	Three days before the 1922 election campaign began, Churchill had to have his appendix removed. He was able to campaign only briefly, and lost the election. He said he found himself "without office, without a seat, without a party, and without an appendix."
	In 1924, Churchill was returned to Parliament as the MP for Epping after he rejoined the Conservative Party. He did not hold a Cabinet position again until 1939 but he kept his seat in Parliament throughout this period. He became Prime Minister in 1940. In April 1953, Churchill was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. Churchill had been offered this honour in 1945 but had refused it because of his party's defeat in the election. He had also refused an earldom and a dukedom. As an earl or a duke, he could not have served in the Commons. Late in 1953, Sir Winston won the Nobel Prize for literature. He was honoured for "... his mastery of historical and biographical presentation and for his brilliant oratory...."
In April 1955, Churchill retired. He suffered a stroke on Jan. 15, 1965. He died nine days later, at the age of 90. He was buried in St. Martin's Churchyard at Bladon, Oxfordshire, near his birthplace, Blenheim Palace.

The Beatles and the Stones
	Almost as much an icon of England as a cup of tea, "The Rolling Stones", led by Sir Mick Jagger, have become more of an icon than "The Beatles", overtaking them in 2004.
	Formed in 1961, "The Rolling Stones" are due to release their latest album in 2005 but their live performances have been suspended since appearing in Toronto in 2003, while the drummer Charlie Watts has been successfully treated for throat cancer.
	"The Beatles" were the most influential popular music group of the rock era and one of the "Liverpool Scene". They affected the post-war baby boom generation of Britain, the United States and many other countries during the 1960s. Certainly they are the most popular group in rock history, with global sales exceeding 1.1 billion records.
	Most people around the world of all ages can name at least a few of their songs, mostly written by Lennon and McCartney. McCartney's "Yesterday" is the most covered song in history, appearing in the Guinness Book of Records with over three thousand recorded versions. It is also the most played song in the history of international radio. They disbanded in 1970. John Lennon was murdered in 1980, Sir Paul McCartney was knighted in 1997 and George Harrison died in 2001.

Diana, Princess of Wales
	In the survey of the greatest Britons, Diana, Princess of Wales, came third, ahead of all the English Royal family throughout history. From the time of her marriage to the Prince of Wales in 1981 until her death in a car accident in Paris in 1997, she was one of the world's most high-profile, most photographed, and most iconic celebrities. She was the mother of the second and third in line to the British throne, HRH Prince William of Wales and HRH Prince Henry ("Harry") of Wales.
Diana was born in 1961, the youngest daughter of Edward Spencer, Viscount Althorp, and his wife Frances. Known at birth as The Honourable Diana Spencer, she was a descendant of King Charles I. Her wedding to Prince Charles took place at St Paul's Cathedral in London on July 29,1981 before 3,500 invited guests (including Camilla Parker-Bowles) and an estimated 750 million television viewers around the world. The Lady Diana was the first Englishwoman to marry an heir to the throne since 1659. In the later 1980s her marriage to the Prince of Wales fell apart, an event at first suppressed and then sensationalised by the world media. During the mid-to-late 1980s, she was headlined in many newspapers when caught having love affairs with a number of celebrities, including the England Rugby team captain. To balance this, the Princess of Wales became publicised for her support of charity projects, and is credited with considerable influence for her campaigns against the use of landmines and helping the victims of AIDS. Although the Prince and Princess of Wales separated on December 1992, their divorce was not finalised until August 1996. The following year, she was killed with her current lover in a car crash, trying to escape at extremely high speed from the paparazzi following her.
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